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ON THE COVER
A Soldier on holdover during Victory Block 

Leave prepares to take down an enemy during 

a laser tag battle sponsored by the Directorate 

of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation. 

SEE PAGE 6



Out they go and back they come
Privates Andrea Mendoza and Jessica Leavelle charge their phones and make final calls home from Charlotte Douglas International Airport on 

Sunday before being bused back to Fort Jackson after Victory Block Leave.
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By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

See RETURN: Page 17

NEWS

Soldiers heading back from Victory Block Leave on Sunday prepare to board a bus 

that will take them from Charlotte Douglas International Airport back to Fort Jackson to 

continue their training.



Illness, injuries, drugs 

lower Army readiness

A Soldier in Training goes through medical inprocessing at the 120th Adjutant General Battalion. A 

recent report by the Army Medical Command found that 17 percent of Soldiers did not achieve medi-

cal readiness and that one-third of those not medically ready were behind in dental or medical exams.

Leader file photo

By ARMY NEWS SERVICE
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By SANDRA BARNES
ASAP Employee Assistance
Program Coordinator
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Pvt. Mohamed Kadar Idle, an Advanced Individual Training student with Charlie Company, 369th Adjutant General Battalion, prepares to gun down 

his rivals during a friendly game of laser tag Dec. 30 on Fort Jackson. Idle, 19, was one of many Soldiers living in the barracks during Victory Block 

Leave.
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By CHRISTINE SCHWEICKERT
Fort Jackson Leader

NEWS

See HOLDOVERS: Page 17

Privates Raymond Costa and James Nichols of the 1st Battalion, 61st Infantry Regiment, left and 

right front, wolf down a meal at Golden Corral on Dec. 29. Buses delivered Soldiers to the restau-

rant in shifts, so they could pile their plates, eat and rotate out.
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By ARMY NEWS SERVICE

Army opens its arms (wider) to women

Soldiers cool down after a 2-mile run with their assigned weapons before participating in an obstacle course, as part of the Ranger Training As-

sessment Course last winter at Fort Benning, Ga.

Army News Service photos

NEWS

Above, Col. Diana Holland becomes the first wom-

an to hold the title of deputy commanding general 

for support in a light infantry division. Below, Maj. 

Veronica Damasco checks out Parker McPherson 

with his mother, Brea. Research has found that in-

fants who are breastfed boast improved immune 

systems and other long-term health benefits.

West



Post opens visitors’ center at Gate 4
Fort Jackson has opened a new visitors’ center, in the U.S. Army Reserve Center just outside Gate 4, off Percival 

Road. Those doing business within the center must be buzzed in. The center at Gate 2 will remain open as opera-

tions are phased in at Gate 4.
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Want free $$$ for college?
By BARBARA MARTIN
Manager, Employment Readiness Program,
Army Community Services

NEWS

WHERE TO FIND SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MILITARY FAMILY MEMBERS
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PVT. HEZEKIAH KALMER PVT. JOE JOHN ESCOBEDO PVT. SHAYQUAN TAYLOR PVT. CORY WOOTERS PVT. DESTINY SLACK PVT. JEREMIAH WALKER JR.

ALPHA COMPANY DELTA COMPANY ALPHA COMPANY BRAVO COMPANY DELTA COMPANY FOXTROT COMPANY



By JACQUELINE M. HAMES
Defense Media Activity

TECHNOGEEKOLOGY

‘The Force’ was with the Army first

Top, the Cybernetic Walking 

Machine, which may have in-

spired the Imperial Walker, or 

AT-AT in ‘Star Wars,’ was able to 

support 500 pounds of cargo 

over rough terrain, climb over 

large obstacles and walk at a 

speed of 5 miles per hour.

Above left, the De Lackner Aero-

cycle was created for individual 

mobility on the battlefield.

Above right, the ‘Eve of De-

struction’ is on display at the 

U.S. Army Transportation Muse-

um on Fort Eustis, Va. The Viet-

nam gun truck is the only one 

of its kind to return from the 

war, and was used as a model 

for convoy vehicles in the Iraq 

and Afghanistan wars.

Photos by Sgt. Jose A. Torres Jr.



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOTS

Today’s word: ‘snuggle’
Students from C.C. Pinckney Elementary 

School read to their parents – or have their 

parents read to them – in the last days before 

winter break in mid-December. The event is 

one of several throughout the year in which 

Pinckney students learn through communica-

tion and collaboration.

Courtesy photos

Spreading cheer
Lt. Col. John Gagan engages a Korean veteran in conversa-

tion Dec. 17, as staff members from Fort Jackson headquarters 

spread cheer at the Dorn Veterans Affairs Hospital. At left, Chief 

of Staff Col. Morris Goins converses with another vet. A brass 

quintet from the 282nd Army Band played carols at the event.
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Youth of the Month
Tavon Richardson, a junior at Ridge View High 
School, was honored as December Youth of the 
Month for Fort Jackson’s Boys and Girls Clubs. 
Tavon, 17, is known for his constant participation 
and his positive attitude.                             Courtesy photo



New year, new uniforms, higher allowance
By C. TODD LOPEZ
Army News Service

NEWS

NEW ITEMS IN THE ARMY CLOTHING BAG:



By SANDRA BARNES
ASAP Employee Assistance
Program Coordinator

A little civility can go a long way
IN THE NEW YEAR



WORSHIP SCHEDULE

ANGLICAN/LITURGICAL
Sunday
8:30 a.m., worship, Bayonet Chapel 

CATHOLIC
Sunday

 7:30 a.m., Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion, Solomon Center

 8 a.m., Mass, Solomon Center
 10:30 a.m., Reconciliation (after Mass 

or by appointment), Main Post Chapel
 11 a.m., Mass, Main Post Chapel

Monday through Thursday, first 
Friday
11:30 a.m., Mass, Main Post Chapel

Wednesday
7 p.m., Rosary, Main Post Chapel

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday
11:30 a.m., worship, Anderson Street 
Chapel

ISLAMIC
Sunday
8 a.m., Islamic studies, Main Post 
Chapel

Friday
12:45 a.m., Jumah services, Main Post 
Chapel

JEWISH
Sunday

 9:15 a.m., worship, Memorial 
Chapel

 10:15 a.m., book study, Post Confer-
ence Room

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sunday
9:30 a.m., worship, Anderson Street 
Chapel

Wednesday
 3 p.m., family social, Anderson Street 

Chapel
 7 p.m., scripture study, Anderson 

Street Chapel

PAGAN
Sunday
11 a.m., Pagan Circle Sacred Well Con-
gregation meeting, Magruder Chapel

PROTESTANT
Sunday 

 9 a.m., service, McCrady Chapel 
(SCARNG), McCrady Training Center 

 9 a.m., Hispanic service, Magruder 
Chapel

 9:30 a.m., service, Main Post Chapel
 9:30 a.m., Chapel Next Bible study, 

Bayonet Chapel
 10 a.m., worship, Daniel Circle Cha-

pel
 10:45 a.m., Sunday School, Main 

Post Chapel
 11 a.m., service, Memorial Chapel
 11 a.m., Chapel Next, Bayonet Cha-

pel
 5 p.m., youth group, Chaplain Family 

Life Center

Monday
7 p.m., men’s Bible study (PMOC), 
Chaplain Family Life Center

Tuesday
9 a.m., Protestant Women of the Chapel 
Bible study, Main Post Chapel

Wednesday
7 p.m., gospel Bible study, Daniel Circle 
Chapel

Thursday
11:45 a.m., Fresh Encounter Bible study, 
Chaplain Family Life Center

ADDRESSES, PHONE NUMBERS
Anderson Street Chapel, 2335 Ander-
son St., 751-7032
Bayonet Chapel, 9476 Kemper St., 
751-6322/4542
Chaplain Family Life Center, 751-4961 
Daniel Circle Chapel, 3359 Daniel 
Circle, 751-1297/4478
Education Center, 4581 Scales Ave.
Installation Chaplain’s Office, 4475 
Gregg St., 751-3121/6318
McCrady Chapel, 3820 McCrady Road 
(at McCrady Training Center)
Magruder Chapel, 4360 Magruder Ave., 
751-3883
Main Post Chapel, 4580 Scales Ave., 
751-6469/6681
Memorial Chapel, 4470 Jackson Blvd., 
751-7324

GATE 1
Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for 
inbound and outbound traffic.

GATE 2
Open around the clock daily.

GATE 4
Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for 
inbound and outbound traffic.

GATE 5
Open 5-10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound 
and outbound traffic.
Closed 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Reopened 4-6 p.m. for out-
bound traffic only. 

Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday.



NEWS

Return
Continued from Page 3

Soldiers at Charlotte Douglas Interna-

tional Airport on Sunday fill a bus that 

will take them on the final leg of their 

journey back to Fort Jackson after Vic-

tory Block Leave.
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Holdovers
Continued from Page 6

Soldiers who attended the Char-

lotte Hornets pro basketball 

game during holdover were al-

lowed to shoot free throws after 

the game, above.

Even when they were confined 

to barracks, Soldiers could play 

pool, watch movies and view 

video games – which some said 

made the post more fun than 

home.

Courtesy photos



Put your best face forward: Exercise it
By PAMELA JAMES-LONG
FMWR Fitness and Wellness Programmer

NEWS

MILITARY 

PROFESSIONAL

RECURRING MEETINGS



LEGAL HELP FOR RETIREES

CIF CLOSURE

MLK DAY CELEBRATION

CID SEEKS APPLICANTS

MACH SICK CALL

PERSONAL VEHICLE SAFETY
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