
A Tactical
 Summit

HUNDREDS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENTS TRAIN TOGETHER ON POST P3

SPECIAL OLYMPICS GAMES 
RETURN TO FORT JACKSONSERIOUS ABILITIES:

POST HONORS VICTIMS, SURVIVORS OF HOLOCAUST P.4
P.11-13

POST STILL MAKING REPAIRS AFTER LAST YEAR’S FLOOD, 
P.9



TODAY
Strongman Competition
6 p.m., Hilton Field Sports Complex. 
For more information, call 751-3096.  

FRIDAY
Lil Fizz meet and greet
6 p.m., The Exchange. Rapper and 
R&B performer Lil Fizz will be 
speaking with fans and signing 
autographs.

WEDNESDAY
3rd Quarter Shred Event
9 a.m.-2 p.m., at the Recycle Center, 
5671 Lee Road. Looking to quickly 
and properly dispose of sensitive 
paper documents? Everyone is invited 
to take advantage of the quarterly 
shredding event.  All types of paper 
with sensitive information will be 
accepted.  For more  Information, 
contact the Recycling Center at 803-
751-4208.

MAY 20
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Heritage Month celebration
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., NCO Club. 
Featuring live entertainment and guest 
speaker Margaret Metcalfe, director 
of Governor’s Washington D.C., 
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information contact 751-0831.

MAY 21-22
Shaw Air Expo
The air expo, headlined by the 
Thunderbirds, the U.S. Air Force 
�
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U.S. Army Special Operations 
Command Parachute Demonstration 
Team gives Shaw the opportunity to 
demonstrate the capabilities of the 
Armed Forces through a variety of 
aerial demonstrations, displays, and 
static aircraft displays to those in 
attendance. For more information, 
visit www.shawairexpo.com

MAY 28
The Original Gullah Festival
Army Community Service Relocation 
Readiness Program is offering a 
tour to Beaufort, South Carolina for 
all foreign born spouses and their 
Families. All are invited to witness 
the “The Original Gullah Festival”   
May 28.  The festival focuses on 
education and cultural preservation of 
the African American Gullah heritage 
in the low country.  Transportation 
will be provided.  Bus will depart 
Strom Thurmond Building at 7 a.m. 
(meeting at 6:45 a.m.) and returning 
at 7 p.m. Advanced registration is 
required no later than May 9.  To 
register and for more information, 
contact Miranda Broadus, (803) 751-
1124, miranda.o.broadus.civ@mail.
mil or Patricia Guillory, (803) 751-
9770, patricia.a.guillory.civ@mail.
mil.

JUNE 3
The 2016 National
AG Corps Regimental Ball
5 p.m. until midnight, at the Columbia 
Metropolitan Convention Center, 
1101 Lincoln St, Columbia. For more 
information, visit agnationalball.org.

Annual Home Buying Seminar
10 a.m.-2 p.m., NCO Club.This 
seminar takes guests through the 
entire home buying process from 
beginning to end. The seminar is free 
and open to all ID card holders.  For 
registration or additional information, 
���	��	�	���!�������"�
#������������	�
751-5788, 751-7566, or 751-7567.

JUNE 18
Army Birthday Ball
Tickets are now on sale for the annual 
Army Birthday Ball, which begins 5 
p.m. at the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center, 1101 Lincoln St., 
Columbia. Tickets are available online 
at http://bit.ly/1WoaUgn
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Community   Calendar
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS TO

FJLeader@gmail.com

Deadline for events to be 
included in the calendar or 
Happenings is one week before 
publication. Include the time, 
date and place the event will 
occur, as well as other neces-
sary information. 

If you submit an article on 
an event that already has taken 
place, please send it as soon 
as possible. Tuesday is the 
last day we will we be able to 
accept an article for publica-
tion the following Thursday. 
Include the date and place of 
the event, as well as a descrip-
tion of what took place. Please 
include quotations, if possible.  
With any photo you submit, 
include IDs — rank, unit, and 
�������	�
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Questions? Call 751-7045.  
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Deputy Sheriffs from Charleston, S.C. load a sim-
ulated casualty into the back of a vehicle during 
training at Fort Jackson’s Military Operations in 
Urban Terrain site Tuesday. SEE PAGE 3.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS



A ‘tactical summit’
Law enforcement officers prepare to engage a potential threat during the South Carolina Tactical Team Summit held on post Monday and Tuesday. 
The summit brought together law enforcement agencies to train together on Fort Jackson.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

The large convoy of police vehicles driving across 
Fort Jackson wasn’t in response to any incident, but was 
part of a training event to ensure coordination between 
the various police and sheriff’s departments across the 
state.
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Jackson Monday and Tuesday for a tactical team summit 
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The partnerships between law enforcement agencies 
and Fort Jackson are necessary to “help build relation-
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Cowan. 
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Bureau of Investigation to devise ways for regional tacti-
cal response teams to better understand how each agency 
handles different emergency situations.
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teams together from Aiken, Greenville, Charleston, Co-
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Jackson personnel.

“This is quality low-cost training,” Cowan said, “that 
can help us be prepared for any event that might happen.”

While most tactical teams handle situations similarly 
each agency may use different terminology to describe 
their actions, said one of the FBI trainers.
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will we get these special teams to work together?” said 
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“We have to get on the same page.”

For instance when clearing a room, the different law 
enforcement agencies may describe the actions upon en-
tering a room differently.

He explained that during a crisis there could be a 
“hodgepodge of FBI and a hodgepodge of sheriffs” who 

would be on-site before the rest of their teams arrive. 
These moments can be crucial to resolving emergencies 
quickly.

While no post personnel trained with the law enforce-
ment agencies at the summit, Fort Jackson was integral 
in the success of the event by providing “quality train-
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Cowan said.

The tactical teams trained across Fort Jackson at the 
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through different scenarios taught by the FBI instructors. 
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curacy at Range 6. The event was capped off by law en-
forcement teams encountering different simulated situa-
	������	�	���$�\Q���	���

"	����"�	��Q
���^�
	����	�������
�#��	���
����	�K�	��
	��� ���	<�� ��
��	�
�	�� ��� V��
����� "�
#����� K��� K���
tasked to ensure the training progressed as scheduled said 
she was impressed by the law enforcement agencies.

V#���	������	���K�
�������
��	�Z���	��������	�������
Fort Jackson they would know what to do.”
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tical team summit in the future.

“It is really important to ensure we are prepared to pro-
tect our community,” said Cowan, who spent six months 
laying the summit’s groundwork.

NEWS

A non-commissioned officer with the 171st 
Infantry Brigade, explains how to use combat 
gauze during a demonstration at the Medical 
Simulation Treatment Facility May 10.

Hundreds of law enforcement agents train together on post
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Rabbi Hesh Epstein, with the Beth Shalom Synagogue in Columbia, S.C., lights a candle symbolizing Jewish culture that lived flourished in Warsaw 
during the Fort Jackson Days of Remembrance Luncheon at the Officer’s Club on post May 5. 

By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

The millions killed during the Holocaust will never be forgotten if 
Soldiers from Fort Jackson and religious leaders from Columbia, South 
Carolina have anything to say about it.

The post commemorated the acts of courage of Holocaust victims 
and survivors during a Days of Remembrance event May 5 at the Of-
���
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 The Jewish observance of Yom Hashoah, or Day of Remembrance, 
started the evening of May 4 and ended the following evening.

“Today as the number of Shoah survivors sadly decline, the duty of 
remembrance falls upon our generation and future generations not yet 
born,” said Rabbi Hesh Epstein, from the Chabad of South Carolina 
during the invocation. “That is why this Yom Hashoah remembrance 
day here at Fort Jackson is a great asset and partnership to commemo-
rate the value of this very special day.”

The Holocaust Remembrance Day is a vital part of the Jewish cal-
endar, Epstein added, because it is a “focal point to our remembrance.”

“We cannot bring the dead back to life, but what we can bring back 

is their memories and be sure they are never forgotten.”
Six candles were lit during the somber event each carrying a special 

meaning. The candles symbolized:
� The silence of death, silence of life and silence of destruction
� This child, by now gone, for dreams that ended before they started
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tion
� For a mother in pain clutching a child on selection day
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for long
� For the six million Jews who vanished in smoke without a trace.
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what happens ensuring it never happens again, said Command Sgt. 
Maj. Charles Gilmer, commandant of the U.S. Army Drill Sergeant 
Academy.

The Nazis systematically murdered so many people that “to put it in 
context,” he said, it would be as if “you killed the entire state of South 
Carolina, every man, woman and child – twice.”

NEWS

The duty of remembrance

— Dr. Henry Miller,
Columbia Jewish 

Federation member

“

” See MEMORY: Page 16

Fort Jackson honors victims, survivors of Holocaust

What is worth noting 
is the stories of the 
many European 

righteous gentiles 
who tried to hide 

Jewish families while 
putting their own 

families at risk. 





Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Rod Celestaine talks to single Soldiers about their con-
cerns during Tuesday’s town hall meeting.

Single Soldiers encouraged to share ideas, concerns
By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

Fort Jackson’s leaders answered single Soldiers’ questions during 
a town hall meeting Tuesday at the Single Soldier’s Complex. 

The meeting was hosted by Garrison Command Sgt. Maj. Rod 
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The Soldiers were encouraged to speak up about any concerns 
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A day of prayer
Chaplain (Col.) Mark A. Penfold leads a group of Fort Jackson community members during a prayer during the National Day of Prayer May 5 at the 
post flag pole. The National Day of Prayer is a historic day where Americans traditionally pray for the country. The modern national day of prayer was 
enacted by law in 1952, but traces its lineage to the Second Continental Congress which asked for American colonists to pray for the Continental Army.
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See ROTC: Page 16

‘We’re leaving a legacy’

Second Lt. Jasmine Foster of the Bulldog Battalion leads her line into its commissioning cer-
emony May 5 at South Carolina State University in Orangeburg. The university is recognized as 
one of the largest producers of minority officers for the Army. 

Photos by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

NEWS

By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

With their right hands raised, 10 of South Carolina State 
University’s Army ROTC cadets took their oath of commis-
sion May 6, joining the ranks of the thousands on men and 
women who have participated in the program during the last 
100 years. 
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ROTC program. He gave the keynote address during last 
week’s ceremony. 

“It doesn’t seem that long ago that I was in your place,” 
he said. “I’m here to let you know that you’re OK and you’re 
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This year marks 100 years of ROTC transforming col-
lege students into  American military leaders. Later this year, 
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“We’re leaving a legacy,” said 2nd Lt. Shequanna Fuller, 
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education of the industrial classes in the several pursuits 
and professions in life,” according to the National Academic 
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Below, Gen. Dennis Via, commander of U.S. 
Army Material Command, presents the keynote 
address during the May 5 commissioning cer-
emony at South Carolina State University. 

South Carolina State 

University celebrates 

ROTC centennial



Brute Force
By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader
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Post still making repairs after last year’s flood 

A Soldier with the 526th Horizontal Engineer Company, 
92nd Engineer Battalion out of Fort Stewart, Ga. uses an 
excavator to move trees and other vegetation away from 
the borrow pit being dug near Wildcat Road on post.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

See DIG: Page 17
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‘I became a soldier ...’ 1ST BATTALION,
34TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

PVT. CHRISTOPHER M. SHANNON III, 20     
Nashville

SPC. MICHAEL B. BUCHANAN, 24
Fort Worth, Texas

“I joined the Army to establish 
myself in the professional world and 
to be a part of something bigger 
than myself.”

Basic Combat Training “has 
given me the opportunity to test my limits mentally and 
physically and to acquire new skills to take it to new 
heights.”

I am a “35F – Intelligence Analyst because I wanted 
to fully utilize the skills I have acquired before military 
life and to secure a position once I have retired from the 
Army.”

PVT. GARTH P. DIEHM, 21
East Brady, Pennsylvania

“I intentionally joined the Army 
for the College Fund. Right now I’m 
in the Reserves. To tell the truth as 
��������
���������������������������-
ing, active duty seems like a great 
idea. The honor among Soldiers and the love for my 
country – it’s not a bad life to live.”

“Everything about Basic Combat Training is good! 
The training has been helpful and an experience to 
never forget. We’ve learned a lot and have gotten stron-
ger in the process. Basic Training has not been bad, but 
challenging.”

PVT. SIERRA DERBY, 19
���������	
���
���

I joined the Army “to show the 
world, and myself, that I only have 
to depend on myself to tackle my 
dreams.”

“Everyday in basic I was shown 
that with a little push from my drill 
sergeants I can do anything I put my mind to.”

“I am a 42A – Human Resource Specialist. I chose 
this MOS because I plan on having a career I can bring 
back into the civilian world.”

“My father was in the Army and my brother was in the 
Marine Corps so they’re very excited to watch and see 
what I do with the same advantages they were given.”

PVT. JOHNNIE K. GIDDENS, 20
�������	
���
������

“I joined the Army to be a leader 
and to provide for my mother and 
little sisters.”

“’Learning about the military ways 
and meeting new people” are what is 
good about Basic Combat Training.

“I am a Chaplain’s Assistant. I want to help others learn 
more about other religious beliefs.”

“My Family is proud of me and want me to continue 
working hard.”

“Drill Sergeant Sturdivant taught me a lot from becom-
ing a military Soldier to becoming a leader and I am 
thankful for her.”

PVT. JULIANNA MARCHESE, 21
Austin, Texas

“I joined the Army to challenge 
����
����	����������������������
Family to make a difference in my 
country.”

The best part of Basic Combat 
Training “is learning new things 
and holding myself to a higher standard than before.”

“I am a 91B – Wheeled Vehicle Mechanic. It’s one of 
my interests.”

“My Family supports my decision 100 percent.”
“I see myself making this a career goal.”

0     0     
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“I joined to serve the country 
that has helped and supported my 
Family in rough times. Serving in 
the Army also is a generation thing 
to my Family, my father, uncles 
and aunts.”

“The physical training is the best because it gets me 
looking good.”

“I am a 46Q – Public Affairs Specialist. I am a great 
storyteller as well as photographer.”

My Family “fully supports me and encourages me to 
do more.”



See GAMES: Pages 12-13

By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

When Jackson Ware dipped the Olympic torch into the cauldron 
the 2016 South Carolina Special Olympics Summer Games burst hot 
across the Midlands.

1,200 athletes, 400 coaches and 600 volunteers from across the 
Palmetto State descended on Fort Jackson May 6-7 to compete in an 
event founded on the principle that those with intellectual disabilities 
����+����	��
�����
	�����	����������
	���

 “It was heavy and hot,” said Ware after lighting the cauldron with 
Col. Morris Goins, Fort Jackson’s chief of staff, during the opening 
ceremony May 6. “It felt really good to light it.”  Ware competed in 
power lifting.

As part of the opening ceremony the torch was carried over a sev-
en-mile course from the South Carolina State House to Fort Jackson. 

NEWS

serious
DISABILITIES

Special Olympics games return to Fort Jackson

Fort Jackson Chief of Staff Col. Morris Goins helps athlete Jackson Ware with the torch during the Special Olympics opening ceremony Friday 
evening outside the Solomon Center.  This is the 48th year the post has hosted opening ceremonies and events.  

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

Capt. Alex Bass, a Special 
Olympics volunteer and a 

student in the Captain’s
Career Course at the 

Adjutant General 
School on Fort Jackson, 

measures the
distance between the 
target ball, or pallina, 

and large balls tossed by 
Bocce competitors. Bass 
said watching the Special 

Olympian’s pride in the 
game makes ‘it more than 

just volunteering.’
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Controlled burn helps area wildlife
By JENNIFER STRIDE
Fort Jackson Leader

Most people go for a drive, have a picnic 
or barbecue, or just take it easy outdoors on a 
Sunday when the weather is perfect. Not Fort 
Jackson’s environmental division – they go 
��	������	�
	��
���

After months of planning and coordina-
tion, 10 people from the Directorate of Pub-
lic Works, Environmental Division headed 
into the woods to safely burn 3,397 acres of 
underbrush in the east impact area on post 
on Mother’s Day, May 8.  It was the largest 
controlled burn done at any one time on post. 

Prescribed burns here support the training 
����������
������	����
���������
�������������
and can even save lives and prevent property 
damage.

Doug, Morrow, Chief of the Environmen-
tal Division’s Wildlife Branch said, “If we 
don’t burn the impact area under good condi-
tions, it will burn under possibly unfavorable 
conditions – and that’s what we don’t want.”

“This area burns almost every year, 
whether it’s started by us or by various mu-
nitions, such as white phosphorus, during 
training,” said Ian Smith, the environmental 
specialist in charge of controlled burns on 
post. 

Smith, who coordinated the event, made 

calls to get a burn number, weather report, 
���� �
�� �����	���� 
���
	� �
��
� 	�� 	��� 	����
heading out.  DPW also had to notify the 
Federal Aviation Administration as well be-

cause of expected smoke.
The team, using all-terrain vehicles, lit 

�
������	��������������
��+
����
�����	��	���
-
rounded the marked area, creating a bound-

ary marked by smoke that would be easily 
visible from the air.

See BURN: Page 17

NEWS

The Directorate of Public Works, Environmental Division managed a controlled burn Sunday of 3,397 acres in the 
east impact area, the largest ever conducted on post. After the fires were burning around the edges of the area, 
a helicopter dropped small incendiary spheres in a grid pattern. 

Photo by JENNIFER STRIDE



HONORS
Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees
DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE. Photos by OITHIP PICKERT, Public Affairs Office.

Staff Sgt.
Billy Herbold
Alpha Company
1st Battalion, 
34th Infantry Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Kathleen Wright

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Garret Moore

HIGH BRM
Pfc. Julius Asonganui

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Christina Mnerie

Staff Sgt.
Keith M. Iekar
Bravo Company
1st Battalion,
34th Infantry Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Matthew Jefferson

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Christian Redmond

HIGH BRM
Pvt. David Wayne Johns

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Elizabeth Thompson

Staff Sgt. 
Daniel Concepcion
Charlie Company
1st Battalion,
34th Infantry Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Carl Feder Craney

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Payton Nash

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Danny Shorty

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Timothy Drain

Staff Sgt.
David P. Lawrence
Delta Company
1st Battalion,
34th Infantry Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Shanay Hatton

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Xavier M. Williams

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Cory Mines

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Gabriel Rodriquez-Colon

Staff Sgt.
Bradley Stephenson
Echo Company
1st Battalion,
34th Infantry Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Megan Cooper

STUDENT LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Kenneth Maddox

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Jose Munoz

HIGH APFT
Pfc. Megan Cooper

PHOTO NOT
AVAILABLE



It was when the National Defense Act of 1916 
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HAPPENINGS
ANNOUNCEMENTS        
MACH SICK CALL
Q���$���
����]
��;������	�!����	���
sick call – in the Urgent Care Clinic/Inte-
�
�	���$�������!���	��!����K��	����
����

�������
�������
�����	���
	����+�
�����
��	�#����	�K������
���
���
��������
��
�
�� �	� 	��� �����	��� �
� $���
���� $�������
!����� "�����
�� ��� 	
������� K���� +�� �����
�	� $�Y�	�� Q
���� $������� ;������� "����
����� ��� ��
� ���	�� ��
�� �����]�����	���	��
��
� 
��	���� ��
�� K���� ��	� +�� ����� ��
����
�������������
���*�	���	��������������
��� 
���������$����� 	�
������
���� ��|����-
���� 	
�����������
��� ���������� �
� ����� ���
��
� ������	���	� �	� ��%������� Q��� �����
call appointment line will not schedule 
������	���	����	�
��������*
�����	�#����-
	���	�� ���	� +�� ������� ��� �
� ����� +���
�� ��
�����	���������������������������	���	��
��
� �	��
� ������	���	��� ����� ��%�;]/V�
�������+�	K�������'����������������

24/7 TRICARE NURSE HELPLINE
Q/X;]/V<�� ^�
���]�#���� @���� �
�#�����
instant access to a team of registered 
nurses who can answer urgent and acute 
����	����
�� {���	������ ��#���� Q/X;]/V�
+�������
���� ���������	�� ��� 	���
� ���-
	���� ���� ������	���� K��	� ��|	� �	���� 	��
	����� ��
� 	�����
��� �����	����� K�	�� �
���	�
�������������������������%��''�Q/X;]/V�
����������������
������	����%�

PERSONAL VEHICLE SAFETY
Soldiers and Department of Defense ci-
#��������������+���K�
��	��	���������	���
�
��
������ #�������� �
�� ��+>��	� 	�� �������-
	�
�
�<�����	�
��������~��������K��
�����
���� K��	��
� 	���
� #�������� �
�� ��+>��	� 	��

������+�#���	����vinrcl.safercar.gov/vin/. 

FOR FAMILIES
�� ]
��;������	�"�
#����K��������
�
��	������������������
��������'������$��-
��� �#�������� �	� 	��� "��������� �
����� ���
	��� /�������� ;���	� @�+
�
� ���� ���'� 
%'�������
��������/�����������	���"	
���
Q��
��������������������	��;�������K����
prepare permanent legal residents for citi-
�����������
�����
��	������������%���%��

�� Q��� ��
�������
�� "������ �
���� ���
��� ����
	���	� ��
� 	����� �
��� �����
��	�
cultures to meet and get to know one an-
�	��
�� ���� 	�� +������ ��
�� �������
� K�	��
��������]��
�������
�����
��	������������%�
%%������'�

�� Q����� �������� 	�� +
���� ��� ��� 	���
�
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Fort Jackson
Movie Schedule
3319 Jackson Blvd. 
Phone: 751-7488

FRIDAY
My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2 (PG-13) 
7 p.m.

SATURDAY
The Boss (R) 2 p.m.
My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2  (PG-13) 
5 p.m.

SUNDAY
Eye in the Sky (R) 2 p.m.
The Boss (R) 5 p.m.
 
TICKETS
Adult: $5.50
Child (6 to 11): $3   

3-D TICKETS
Adult: $7.50      Child (6 to 11): $5   
                                                                                                            
� Ticket sales open 30 minutes before each 
movie.
� Movie times and schedule subject to 
change without notice. 

WWW.SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM
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ROTC
Continued from Page 7

Second Lt. David Owens III salutes Commander of U.S. Army Materiel Command Gen. 
Dennis Via. Owens was one of 10 ROTC students who were commissioned as officers on 
May 5 at South Carolina State University. 

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY



The unit’s more than 10 engineer vehicles had run 
through “900 gallons this morning,” said Sgt. John 
Valdez, the unit’s Soldier in charge of fuel May 5. 
“We went through 2,000 gallons yesterday. Overall 
it’s not too bad.”

 This is a good opportunity to train on our MOS 
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“It costs the Army about a third of what it would 
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Members of the 92nd Engineer Battalion out of Fort Stewart, Ga., use a scraper to 
clear away soil out of a borrow pit being constructed near Wildcat Road. 

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS
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some areas where access is necessary to attend the wildlife.

“The southeast has historically burned for thousands of years, so the 
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the long leaf pine stands viable and healthy.”
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An immediate chemical reaction begins in the spheres and once on 
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The burn started just before 10 a.m. and was virtually burned out by 
2 p.m.  The crew was happy as the burn had gone well, with no issues 
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