
FORMER PRO FOOTBALL PLAYER JOINS THE ARMY P.8

MAJ. GEN. ROGER CLOUTIER REFLECTS 
ON HIS TIME HERE AT FORT JACKSONTEAMWORK P.7

‘HE IS A 
SOLDIER’
RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION GRANTED 
FOR SIKH ENLISTEE, P3



TOMORROW
Change of command
Maj. Gen. Roger Cloutier, will 
relinquish command of Fort Jackson 
and the Army Training Center to Brig. 
Gen. John P. Johnson at 9 a.m. during 
a change of command ceremony at 
Victory Field.

TUESDAY
Home Buying Seminar
10 a.m.–2 p.m., NCO Club. Register 
��� ���� ���	
��� ����� ��� ��� ����
���
751-5788 or 751-7566. The seminar 
is free to all ID card holders. 

JULY 2
Torchlight Tattoo and Fireworks
4–11 p.m., Hilton Field. This year’s 
event includes a cannon salute to each 
state and territory, music by the 282nd 
����� ��
������� ������ ���� �������	��
���� ����� �!��	� ��� "� !�� ���� ����
Tattoo begins at 9 p.m. Lawn chairs 
and blankets welcome, but bleacher, 
grandstand seating available. No pets, 
������	��������������!��	������������	��
Food vendors are available at 5 p.m.

4th of July 10K and 5K. 
8 a.m. at Hilton Field.  Sign up on line 
at jackson.armymwr.com.

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
The event is open to all children ages 
9-18. Trophies will be awarded to the 
top three teams in each division. To 
���
	����� ����� ����#����� $!���	� %����
at 751-7451.

JULY 12
Resume Writing and
Interviewing Skills
9 a.m.–noon, Room 222, Strom 
Thurmond Building. Learn how to 
prepare your resume for corporate 
America. Presented by SC BlueCross 
BlueShield.

JULY 14
Support Military Spouses Job Fair
9 a.m.– 1 p.m., 730 Polo Park Road, 
Columbia. The job fair is open to all 
spouses, veterans and active-duty 
service members. To register, visit 
www.supportmilitaryspouses.org.

JULY 19
Steps to Federal Employment
for Military Spouses
Steps to Federal Employment for 
Military Spouses, 9–11:30 a.m. 
Strom Thurmond Bldg., Room 222. 
Information on civil service and NAF 
employment. Targeted to military 
spouses, but open to all military and 
DOD ID card holders. To register 
call 803-751-9460/5452 or email 
sherry.r.major.civ@mail.mil.

JULY 21
Neighborhood Huddle
Noon, playground on McLeod Court 
for residents of Pierce Terrace 1-7. 
Housing residents are invited to 
meet the housing staff and garrision 
leadership to discuss housing-related 
concerns. 
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Community   Calendar
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS TO

FJLeader@gmail.com

Deadline for events to be 
included in the calendar or 
Happenings is one week before 
publication. Include the time, 
date and place the event will 
occur, as well as other neces-
sary information. 

If you submit an article on 
an event that already has taken 
place, please send it as soon 
as possible. Tuesday is the 
last day we will we be able to 
accept an article for publica-
tion the following Thursday. 
Include the date and place of 
the event, as well as a descrip-
tion of what took place. Please 
include quotations, if possible.  
With any photo you submit, 
include IDs — rank, unit, and 
�������	�
���������

Questions? Call 751-7045.  
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Spc. Harpal Singh was recently granted a waiver 
to Army Regulation 670-1 that allows him to wear 
articles of faith, including a beard and turban. 
SEE PAGE 3.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

By Demetria Mosley

ROAD CLOSURES
Some Fort Jackson roads will be 
closed for repaving. Kemper and 
Manigault streets are scheduled 
to be closed between June 20 and 
Aug. 4 for road construction. 
Kershaw Street is scheduled to be 
closed Aug. 8 – 26. Road work is 
scheduled to be done one lane at 
a time on Forest Drive and Dixie 
Road between Aug. 29 and October 
3. Drivers are cautioned to follow 
construction signs and signals from 
����&��������'��������
������
���
contact Jason Hinton at 751-3124 
or via email at Harold.j.hinton@
usace.army.mil.
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See SINGH: Page 20

‘He is a Soldier’
Beard, turban 
exemption granted 
for Sikh enlistee 

 By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

For Spc. Harpal Singh, it was a life-time dream to serve 
in the Army. However, his religious beliefs could have kept 
him from serving.

$
����
	�����(����$
������������	��������
�
��	��(����-
ticles of faith, or 5K’s, of keeping unshorn hair and beard 
(Kes), wearing a knife (Kirpan) and metal bracelet (Kara), 
keeping a wooden comb (Kangha), and wearing special gar-
ments (Kachhera). 

The Army recently granted him and other Sikh Soldiers 
exemptions to the Army’s wear and appearance regulation, 
AR 670-1. 

Basic Combat Training 
“is going excellent,” he said 
during a break in training at 
'���� +���	��;	� <���������
Course. “I am privileged to 
be here.” 

 “It has always been a 
dream of mine to be in the 
������� ��� 	�
�� &�	�
��� ��
bright smile. “I have tried 
���������	���(������	��������
into the Army and to get a 
waiver.”

The Army granted many 
waivers for Sikh Soldiers 
in the past few years. Re-
cently, Singh and two other 
Soldiers were given a waiv-
����=��>?@?��������	��$���
���
since 1984 to receive a waiver of this kind walked in forma-
tion at Hilton Field carrying his company’s guidon during his 
basic training graduation.

The 34-year-old from San Francisco has excelled so far in 
his Army career. Only a few weeks into BCT, and he has shot 
�Q!������������
&������������
	����	�����	���
�����U??��������
Army Physical Fitness Test.

“I have to improve my form in my push-ups, I hit the max 
but some didn’t count,” he said. 

Even though he is originally from Punjab, India where it 
is very warm, South Carolina humidity is tough on him be-
cause he lived in the San Francisco Bay area where it is very 
dry. He said the humidity has affected his form and he needs 
to work through it.

Singh’s drill sergeants call the 34-year-old a model Sol-
dier.

Staff Sgt. Gregory Lenksi, a drill sergeant with Charlie 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, said, “He’s 
been an outstanding Soldier ever since we’ve had him. As far 
as being a drill sergeant for him, it’s been good having him. 
He is a leader within the platoon and he has maintained high 
W���(��������������������!��	�X���
����
����

The accommodations the Army has given Singh is pretty 
basic, Lenski said.

NEWS

Spc. Harpal Singh, with Charlie Company, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, helps move his 
platoon’s water hydration carriers during training at the Fort Jackson Confidence Course. Singh 
and another Soldier going through training with a different company, were recently granted waiv-
ers to Army Regulation 670-1 so they can wear articles of their faith including beards and turbans.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

It has always been a 
dream of mine to be in 

the Army. I have tried 
for the last five years to 
get into the Army and 

to get a waiver.

— Spc. Harpal Singh

“
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Junior leaders
Junior enlisted Soldiers from Moncrief Army Community Hospital attended training for the Junior 
Leadership Development Program at the Basic Combat Training Museum here at Fort Jackson. The 
program is intended to equip junior non-commissioned officers with the tools needed to become 
better leaders and improve professional development. ‘Our junior Soldiers are the future of our 
fighting force, and we must equip them with not just skills, but knowledge,’ said Staff Sgt. Robert W. 
Burns III, of MACH. ‘Doing this will ensure that they continue lead the way in the world.’

Courtesy photo

Col. Eric S. Edwards will become 
the new commander of Moncrief 
Army Community Hospital in a cer-
emony to be held Monday, June 27 at 
8 a.m. on the hospital lawn. Edwards 
will assume command from the outgo-
ing commander, Col. Traci E. Craw-
ford. 

Some of Edwards previous as-
signments include serving as Chief, 
Program Analysis/Evaluation, TRI-
<�YZ�Y��
�����%����[�	�\�]�!����
Commander for Administration/Chief 
of Operations, Medical Task Force 
U@� 
�� %!����
��� Z����
��� '������\�
���� �����^_��W��
���Y��
�����`��
-
cal Command/Tripler Army Medical 
Center. Edwards served as the Execu-
tive Assistant to the Army Surgeon 
General and Commanding General, 
z�$�� ����� `��
���� <������\� ����
subsequently as battalion commander, 
������������`��
����<������[���
���
Transition Battalion. Most recently 

he was assigned as the Chief of Staff, 
z�$�������`��
����]�!��������<��-
ter and School/Health Readiness Cen-
ter of Excellence before attending Na-
�
�����]���	��z�
(��	
���

Crawford’s next assignment will 
����	���!�����������
������������
Brooke Army Medical Center located 
on Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, 
Texas.

NEWS

Army Reserve Sustainability Programs is hosting 

�	���	���^��[
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worldwide awareness to wildlife causes this year.

Soldiers and Civilians of all ages may capture 
photographs of wildlife including animals, plants 
and insects and submit them to usarsustainability@
gmail.com by Sunday, July 10. All entries should in-
clude the photographer’s name, the location where 
the photograph was captured, the name of the spe-
cies in the photograph, and the title of the photo-
graph.

The winner will receive some eco-friendly priz-
es, and the winning photograph may be featured in 
future Army Reserve Sustainability Programs pub-
�
���
��	�� 	���� �	� ���� �$���
��	� ��� $�	��
���
�
����
quarterly newsletter.

Photos submitted must be the original work of 
the photographer. No wildlife should be harassed or 
harmed during photography. Photographers should 
not endanger themselves during photography. All 
submissions should be in JPG format at a resolution 
of 300 dots per inch. 

Call 910-570-8906 or visit usarsustainability.
com/WED2016 for more details.

‘Go Wild’ with Army 
digital photo contest

Fort Jackson
Gate Operation Hours

GATE 1

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 2

��Open around the clock daily.

GATE 4

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 5

��Open 5-10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and out-
bound traffic.
��Closed 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
��Reopened 4-6 p.m. for out-
bound traffic only. 

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.

MACH to hold Change of Command Ceremony

EDWARDS CRAWFORD





‘If you do it, I’ll do it’
Pvt. Rico Davidson, left, and Pvt. Tiniko Davidson, right, of Charlie Company, 3rd Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment made a pact to each other when 
enlisting in the Army to keep each other safe, watch each other’s backs and make sure they do the right thing. 

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

Knowing that college wasn’t the right 
choice for either one of them, two broth-
ers decided to pledge their allegiance to the 
Army with the agreement that they would 
keep each other safe, watch each others 
back and make sure they do the right thing. 

So far, Pvt. Tiniko, 18, and Pvt. Rico 
Davidson, 20, of Charlie Company, 3rd 
Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment have 
kept that promise to each other. 

“We both came up with the idea of ‘why 
don’t we try the military’ and I was like ‘if 
you do it, I’ll do it.’ So we went to the re-
���
���;	����������	������������	
���������
papers,” said Rico. 

While it’s not unusual for family mem-
bers to be at the same training facility at 
the same time. It’s not common for them 
to train with each other within the same 
company. 

The Davidsons enlisted under the Bud-
dy Program which allows recruits to attend 
basic training, choose the same military oc-

cupational specialty and attend Advanced 
=��
(
��������
�
����
����!�����(�������
��
friends. 

Being two years apart in age, the broth-
ers are used to being around each other. 
Knowing that the two were going to stay 
by each other sides helped eased the hesi-
tation their grandmother and mom had of 
them pursuing a career in military service. 

“We had to tell them we weren’t going 
infantry. We had to explain that we weren’t 
going to be going to war and shooting guns 
and promise that we would help each other 
out,” said Tiniko. 

The MOS they choose is 92A, Auto-
mated Logistical Specialist. They would 
be in charge of warehouse activities such 
as stocking, shipping, and receiving stock. 

To receive extra reassurance that they 
would be okay, their grandma called their 
Great Aunt Vickie Grier who works on 
Fort Jackson as a housing specialist at Sin-
gle Soldier’s housing.

^�
��������������������������������
“I’ve been at Fort Jackson for a long 

time. I know the type of people that work 

here. They are the best,” she said “I knew 
they were in great hands so I wasn’t wor-
ried about them.” 

Grier said it’s been awhile since she’s 
seen  the brothers and can’t wait to cheer 

for them at graduation.
Rico and Tiniko are currently in the 

blue phases of Basic Combat Training. Af-
ter they graduate, they will go to Advanced 
Individual Training at Fort Lee.

NEWS

Brothers attend basic training together

RICO DAVIDSON TINIKO DAVIDSON



Maj. Gen. Roger Cloutier
shares thoughts on Fort Jackson

NEWS

Teamwork
By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

Maj. Gen. Roger Cloutier, Fort Jackson commander, will rel-
iquish command to Brig. Gen. John P. Johnson Friday in a cere-
��������	
������
�������������������
�����
�������������������
������������������������
���
����������
������������

What will you remember most about your time 
at Fort Jackson?

“That’s a great question. I think the people. It’s truly different 
groups of people – the Soldiers, the cadre. Before I came here 
I had no idea how hard they work. Our civilians and Soldiers, 
who train Soldiers on post – the tight knit Family that this instal-
lation is.  The community is another group that I will remember. I 
can’t think of a more military-friendly community than Columbia 
and the Midlands, and how good they have been, not only to my 
Family, but to our Soldiers.

“The Soldiers, the citizen-volun-
teers, who come in every single week.  
You know we started, ‘I became a 
Soldier’ in the Leader because there 
are so many neat stories. Those are 
the three main groups. It’s the people, 
I think, that will make the lasting im-
pression I will have of Fort Jackson.”

Of all the things accom-
plished at Fort Jackson 
while you were here, what 
are you most proud of?

���������� ������ ���� ��	�	����	�����-
thing. It was the people underneath 
that are able to take ideas and trans-
late them into actionable plans and 
things on the ground. I am most 
proud of the team work of the organization and how we all came 
together to accomplish the mission here. 

“I think we made some really solid improvements to basic 
training. We’ve increased rigor in Victory Forge. We’ve empow-
ered drill sergeants. I am really proud how the Army Training 
Center has come together to really boil down what we need to 
do here – that is produce Soldiers who can shoot, move and 
������������� ���� ���� �������

�� ��� ��	� ��

�	�����
���	� ����
most proud of how we moved in that direction.

See CLOUTIER: Pages 12-13

The first thing is, I didn’t 
do anything. It was the 

people underneath 
that are able to take 
ideas and translate 

them into actionable 
plans ...

— Maj. Gen.
Roger Cloutier

“
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“I’ve had the opportunity to work hand and hand 
with a lot of military members through the NFL. Sol-
diers have always been a class of individuals that I 
hold in high regard. That’s why I decided I wanted to 
stand shoulder to shoulder with them.”

Colledge is a former lineman for the Green Bay 
Packers, Arizona Cardinals and Miami Dolphins. 
]��
��� �
	� ���� ���� ����� 	��	��� 
�� ^����� ���� 
��
2010, the Packers won the Super Bowl.

“I was going to originally join the Army out of 
high school, but I was fortunate enough to get an ath-
letic scholarship to play football at Boise State Uni-
versity. I (then) played in the NFL for nine years and, 
after I retired, I was too young to not do anything. I 
felt like the climate in the world was changing and 
it was time for me to get off the couch and serve my 
country. 

�=�;	��
��������
���U"��
����	
������������
�
����
and dealing with 18- and 20-year-olds. For some Sol-
diers I’ve offered guidance and tried to be a mentor 
and offer leadership ... and some Soldiers don’t want 
to hear that. Some of them have taken that advice to 
heart and used it to their advantage. 

“I knew that when I joined I would be in this situ-
ation, and I thought I had the best advantage to try to 
give these Soldiers a leg up ... let them know what the 
future is going to look like and some of the pitfalls 
that I’ve seen or experienced in my life.

“A lot of Soldiers that are ready to join the Army 
at Fort Jackson I’m proud to call battle buddies, part-
ners and brothers.

“I’ve always been a hands-on guy, out-
����������$�� ��
��	� �
�������� ���
�
����Q��-
cise, grenade courses, dealing with the shooting 
ranges, that’s all stuff that interests me. The great 
thing about basic training is that you’re consistently 
learning, and I’m the type of person that wants to 
constantly grow and develop. Every day is excellent 
to me because I get to learn something new. This last 
week has been the hardest week because now we’re 
not doing anything. We’re just cleaning stuff.”

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

SOLDIER SPOTLIGHT

‘A LEG UP’

Spc. Daryn Colledge Delta Company, 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment 
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See COLLEDGE: Page 14



Katona takes command of 193rd
By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

The 193rd Infantry Brigade said good-
bye to one commander but welcomed an-
other at Victory Field Tuesday when Col 
Milford H. Beagle Jr., passed the reins of 
the brigade to Col. Michael T. Katona dur-
ing a change of command ceremony.

Maj. Gen. Roger Cloutier, Fort Jackson 
commander, said it was a somber occasion 
to lose Beagle, who was instrumental in 
training thousands of Soldiers.

“It is, however, a joyous day as we get 
the pleasure to welcome Mike and his 
wife Kathy and their girls Natalie, Ava 
and Audrey as they join the Fort Jackson 
Family fresh from the National Defense 
University in D.C.,” Cloutier said.

Commanding the 193rd is a major un-
dertaking as the unit trains thousands of 
Soldiers each year that can be called upon 
by the President when he needs to draw a 
“line in the sand,” he added.

“Over the past two years over 50,000 
Soldiers were trained by the 193rd,” said 
Cloutier. “These 50,000 civilian-volun-
teers raised their right hand to volunteer 
to stand in the gap for freedom – to take 
a stand against any terrorism or threat to 
this great nation. These volunteers were 
transformed into American Soldiers.”

Beagle helped create a “culture formed 
on developing experts” in training. Ka-
tona, a “proven combat warrior,” has 
worked with Cloutier in the past.

In his brief speech as the new brigade 
commander, Katona recalled how Cloutier 
developed leaders “in real time. Just like 
Maj. Cloutier developed Capt. Katona 17 
years ago while I was attempting to ma-
neuver my new mech infantry company.”

After watching him struggle Clouti-
er “not wanting to be shy, ran down the 
mountain he was standing on, kicked my 
gunner out of my Bradley and jumped in 
next to me and said, ‘Let me show you 
how to do this, brother.”

The new 193rd commander has “ex-
actly the right skills to continue the up-
ward trajectory of the brigade. Mike and 
I have served together before. I know all 
his weaknesses and I have dirt on him,” 
Cloutier joked during the ceremony.

“I have no doubt that the 193rd will be 
in good hands.”

Katona has deployed numerous times 
to Afghanistan and Iraq including as com-
mander of 4th Squadron, 4th Cavalry 
Regiment. He has been assigned to the 
75th Ranger Regiment, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion and 10th Mountain Division. 

Cloutier said Katona and his Family 
have moved “to the most military-friendly 

town in America” and will have a great 
tour at Fort Jackson. “Embrace the com-
munity and they will embrace you.”

The great responsibility and “sacred 
burden” of training Soldiers rests squarely 

on Katona now that he is in command, 
Cloutier added. 

Beagle leaves to become the executive 
������ ��� ���� �
��� <�
�� �� $��� �� ����
Army, Gen. Daniel B. Allyn.

NEWS

Col. Michael T. Katona, commander of the 193rd Infantry Brigade, re-
ceives the unit colors from post commander Maj. Gen. Roger Cloutier 
during a change of command ceremony June 21 at Victory Field. 

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS
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‘I became a soldier ...’ 1ST BATTALION,
13TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

PFC. VICTORIA L. JACKSON, 29
Houston 

SPC. ALEX BAUTISTA, 26
Murrieta, California

“I joined the Army to carry on 
my father’s legacy as a Soldier.”

“My favorite part of Basic Com-
bat Training has been meeting 
other future Soldiers.”

������������!�"����������	�#$�����"��	�	�����
because I wanted to be a good leader for my peers.”

“My Family is proud and excited to visit me at my 
�����	�����������%

“I look forward to seeing how the Army’s needs 
change in the next 10 years.”

PVT. CORALMA FELIZ, 19
Stamford, Connecticut

���&����	�����'�������������
college. I always wanted to be 
part of something more. I always 
thought I was meant to do some-
thing else.”

“Meeting new people from different parts of the 
U.S.A” is what has been good about Basic Combat 
Training.

I am a “92A – Logistics Specialist. I like having 
�������������������	���(����������)�������������������
right spot.”

“My Mom is really proud of me. They always 
wanted me to do something big.”

PFC. TRAVIS R. GRAY, 23
Hanoverton, Ohio

“I joined the Army to better 
����
$���������	�)�	��
���������$���
��������
����	����*����������������
options.”

The best part of basic training is 
“the amount of information learned 
and the hands-on training.”

I am a “91C – Utilities Equipment Repairer. I chose it 
because it was the only available military occupational 
specialty at the time to pay back my student loans.”

�+��/���
�����)����������$������������

����*�����)����
proud.”

SPC. ZHAOYANG CHEN, 26
Chengdu, China

“I joined the Army to get disci-
�
������	��������(�������������������
3��6�

�$���$�������	�����������	���
fast pass to get U.S. citizenship.”

The best part of Basic Combat 
Training was that “drill sergeants 
�����
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Soldiers are becoming stronger.”

I am a “92Y – Unit Supply Specialist. I like math and I 
focus on details. This MOS is the best for my interests.”

PVT. CHRISTIAN CORTEZ, 24
Cayey, Puerto Rico

“I joined the Army to become a 
���������
����������(�

�������������
the United States like many men 
and women who have lived and 
died for our freedom.”

�:�������������(�

�������������
training that has taught me that I can surpass my limits” 
is what I found good about basic training.

My MOS is “92A – Automated Logistical Specialist. I 
chose it because I want to provide materials and equip-
ment to my fellow battle buddies and do my part in the 
Army.”
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“I joined the Army to help pay off 
college loans.”

“Working out daily and learning 
�����������%���������������	��*����
Basic Combat Training.”

My military occupational spe-
cialty is “92G – Food Service Specialist.” I chose it 
“because there wasn’t much available.”

My Family is “happy to see me go into something 
new.”

“I look forward to seeing where the military could 
��(�������&����	�$�����
������������
�
������*����������
to take it a step further.”



By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

Fort Jackson is so well known for its 
training prowess that military personnel 
from across the globe converge on the 
post to learn more about how America 
trains its Soldiers.

Four senior and seven junior leaders 
with Forces de Armees de Niger, or FAN, 
have been here since June 13 to discover 
ways to professionalize their basic train-
ing. The FAN is the armed forces of the 
African country of Niger.

During their visit, the soldiers were 
integrated into different training battal-
ions to learn more about the red, white 
and blue phases of Basic Combat Train-
ing. They met with drill sergeants, drill 
sergeant leaders, Soldiers in Training and 
Fort Jackson leadership to better under-
stand how, and why, the Army trains the 
way it does.

They also were in for a few surprises, 
including Maj. Gen. Roger Cloutier Fort 
Jackson commander, welcoming them 
����	!���
�����������
��&�����'�����������
national language of Niger.

Niger shouldn’t be confused with Ni-
geria, as the former was a French colony 

and the latter a former British colony.
 “It was really interesting,” said FAN 

Lt. Col. Aboubacar Issoufou, a command-
er at Niger’s training school. “It made us 
really feel at home.”

Cloutier spoke about his wish to visit 
the FAN’s training during his next assign-
ment as AFRICOM chief of staff.

When Cloutier asked them how they 
liked South Carolina, they answered it 
was “too hot.”

FAN Lt. Ismael Amadou Hamani, said 
even though it was hot and humid during 
������	��!���������
��	������������������
	�
better here than there.” 

 “We saw a different way of training 
Soldiers, and also how to increase secu-
rity,” Issoufou said after meeting with 
Sgt. Maj. Edward Roderiques, the deputy 
commandant of the U.S. Army Drill Ser-
geant Academy. “We got to see how Sol-
diers work together.”

Roderiques explained to the team what 
it takes to be a drill sergeant leader and 
when asked if there were ever soldiers 
from other nationalities trained there, he 
said a South Korean drill sergeant candi-
date will soon be going through training.

See TRAINING: Page 15

Niger soldiers learn U.S. 
Army training techniques

Two soldiers from the Forces de Armees de Niger, or FAN, watch intent-
ly as Soldiers in Training navigate the Skyscraper obstacle at the Fort 
Jackson confidence course. 

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS
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There have been numerous partnerships with 
the local community, such as the University 
of South Carolina football team. In your opin-
ion why it is important for the installation to 
work well with the local community?
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When looking back at all your assignments 
during your career, how would you rate Fort 
Jackson?
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Is there anything would you have liked to have 
accomplished before you had to leave?
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Is there anything you would like to say to the 
members of the Fort Jackson community?
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Cloutier
Continued from Page 3

My wife and I are 
disappointed 
because we really 
wanted to stay 
another year, but 
in the Army we 
are Soldiers. When 
the Army says you 
move, you move.”

— Maj. Gen.
Roger Cloutier

“

”

Leader file photos

Left, Maj. Gen. Roger Cloutier, outgoing commanding general of Fort Jackson, chats with Gary Sinese prior to a musical performance by the actor last September on post.  Center, Cloutier thanks a volunteer during a Helping Hands award celebration. Cloutier will relinquish command tomorrow to 
Brig. Gen. John P. Johnson in a ceremony at Victory Field. Right, Cloutier speaks with members of the University of South Carolina Gamecocks football team prior to the coin toss of the game against the Citadel.
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Colledge
Continued from Page 8

Staff Sgt. Rolando Pravo supervises Spc. Daryn Colledge, of Delta Company 1st Battalion, 13th In-
fantry Regiment, as he completes a set of pull-ups. Colledge played for the NFL for almost a decade 
before deciding to join the Army National Guard. 

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY
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Training
Continued from Page 11

“It is really interesting because I think that to be a 
good leader you must leave good impressions,” Issoufou 
said. 

Issoufou said that during their tour of the USADSA, 
����� ����� ����� ��� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����
��� ���� ���
added his group was able to view ways to increase their 
professionalism during the training. 

While on post, the group was separated into two 
groups based on their ranks. The senior leaders left Fort 
Jackson June 19, while the junior leaders witnessed 
in-depth how Soldiers are integrated in the U.S. Army 
from reception at the 120th Adjutant General Battalion, 
shipped to their basic training companies, and trained 
during all three phases of training.

The group watched how the Army trains Soldiers to 
���� ���!��	� ���� 	��� ���� ����� ������ ������ ���� ��� ����
�
���� 
�������
�������	����������	��	�����������	�����
females interact during training.

�����
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�� ��� ��	� 
�!��		��� �
��� ���� z�$�������
drill sergeants and “the hospitality of American Soldiers.”

The FAN leaders said they found many things they 
want to bring back to their training.

“I want to bring back the organization, instilling the 
�
���
��������	���
��������X���
������������
�
����������
�
said. 

“It is really good how they train the trainees without 
any harm,” Issoufou said.

“I think the weeks we spent here are going to be very 
useful,” he said. “That is what I am looking for as the 
commander of the training school.”

‘Strawberry Fields Forever’
MEDDAC Soldiers and their families 
visited Cottle Strawberry Farm in 
Hopkins, South Carolina, last Sun-
day. The Father’s Day trip also dou-
bled as an opportunity for the new 
command group to meet Soldiers in 
an informal setting.

Courtesy photos



HONORS
Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees
DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE. Photos by OITHIP PICKERT, Public Affairs Office.

Sgt. 1st
Class Daniel Navarro
Alpha Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Jessie Hall

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Franti Tanner

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Korey Whitley

HIGH APFT
Spc. Kristen Charleville

Staff Sgt.
Ryan Cope
Bravo Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Ingold Guttenbell

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Alison Mrowinski

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Richard Alexander

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Anthoney Bramante

Staff Sgt. 
Maria Fisher
Charlie Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Shawn Leitten

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Brian T. Cummins

HIGH BRM
Pfc. Daniel Rodriguez

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Mercedez A. Pasillas

Staff Sgt.
Kasha Davis
Delta Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Jonathan Chavez

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Daryn W. Colledge

HIGH BRM
Pfc. James Essner

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Alexandria M. Elisio
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‘The great American pastime’

By SGT. DARRYL L. MONTGOMERY
319th Mobile Public
Affairs Detachment

���� ��Q
������ <������ �����	�� ���-
�������� '���� +���	��� ���� 
�	� @??� ����	� ��
�
�
����� 	��(
��� +���� @@� ���
��� 
�	� �������
�
�
������!!���
��
����
����

`���� ����� �??� =�
�
��� Z����� ���
�
���
$���
��	����������������	������������������
��Q
������<��������	������$���
��������-
�������������������
����!�	�
�����������-

������<���������	������!��	
�����������
��
�Q����
(��������������<�����
��<�������
��<��������

���
	� 
	� �� ������ �!!�����
��� ��� �	� ���
��(�� ����� 
�������
��� �������� '���� +���-
	������� ����������
����������	��������-
�����[����(����������!������	�
!��
���'����
+���	���� ������������� �
��� ��� ������'����
+���	���������!
����������
	���!!����

]��� ��� ���� $���
��	� 
�� ����������� ��-

���
�����
�
������������	��	�(����������	��
��������������(���������������!!�����
���

������(������!�	����������Q�������	�����	�
��
���
	���!!�������(������������������!�!��-
(
�����������������������������������������
����	��(�	��������(��
���

�[����������!!���
������Q
������<���-
��������	�
��� ��
	��(�����'��� ���� ��	���
���
����	�� ��;(�� ����� 	����� 
�� ���� �������	�
��
�����	
�����
�
���	����	�����
	�
	����������
��������	��������������	�
��$!���`�������
��������$�����	�������#�������	
��������-
������� �		
����� ��� <����
�� <��!����� >���
������
���� �?��� =������� Y��
������ �����
	����������(��������������������
�������
��(���������������������	��

[���	� '����� !��(
���� ���� ���� ��
��	�
�������$���
��	�
�������������

����� <��������� ���� `
�����	� `�����-

���W��	
��������[���	�'�����������������
$���
��	� ��� ����� ��� ���� �
	� ��
��� ��-
������!!���
�������
��	��(
����������z�
����
$����	�������
���

�'���� +���	��� ��	� �� ������ 
�!���� ���
���� ������
����� <�������� 	�
��� �����
��������������������
	���������������������

��������������������������
��	��(
����
����������
��	�
!���������'����+���	���

��������������
�������	������@??�����	���

<��������	�
��������=;���
����������������
������������	��(
������������
������������-
�	��!�������������������

Photo by SGT. DARRYL L. MONTGOMERY

More than 900 Initial Entry Training Soldiers stationed on Fort Jackson 
attended the baseball game at the Lexington County Baseball Stadium 
for the Lexington County Blowfish Military Appreciation Night. 

Blowfish host free baseball 
game for Soldiers in Lexington



“He gets an exception to AR-670-1 as 
far as his uniform and how he maintains 
his faith,” the drill sergeant with 2nd Pla-
toon said. “He wears a black turban dur-

��� W�� ����	� ���� ��� %<W� �����&�����
turban when in duty uniform. He is al-
lowed a beard and longer hair.”

There is no particular length his beard 
can be, but it does have to appear neat and 
orderly.

Singh said he didn’t see himself being 
treated differently from any other Sol-
diers.

“I usually get a questions like, why do I 
have a beard and what’s my faith,” he said 
minutes after going through the Slide to 
�
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I explain to them it turns into a positive 
experience and a positive reaction. They 
are very accepting.”

The turban itself represents a symbol 

of equality because centuries ago there 
was a caste system and the turban is a 
symbol of pride and equality.

Sikhism is a monotheistic religion 
whose members are “supposed to help 
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justice. We are also supposed to share the 
food and cannot have it.”

The cadre was thoroughly trained be-
fore Singh arrived.

“We were prepared before he even 
made it to Charlie Company,” Lenski 
said. “We had his information and the ex-
ception to policy memo given out by the 
TRADOC commander and it hasn’t been 
an issue.”

His life with other members in his 
platoon, “is normal, they don’t treat him 
any different,” said Staff Sgt. Oscar Gal-
damez, another of Singh’s drill sergeants 
for his platoon. “It’s like us, we don’t treat 
him any different. He is a Soldier, he’s a 
basic entry Soldier and we treat him the 
same way as every other Soldier.”

Another Sikh Soldier is going through 
Basic Combat Training’s Red Phase.

Spc. Harpal Singh, with Charlie Company, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, and other Soldiers in his platoon organize the unit’s water hydra-
tion carriers as other Soldiers in their platoon go through the Slide to Victory.
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Spc. Harpal Singh, shows off one of the five articles of his Sikh faith, a 
metal bracelet called a Kara.




