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AUG. 18
Evening Storytime at the Library
6:30 - 7 p.m., Thomas Lee Hall Library. 
Visit the library for an evening of 
stories, songs and crafts. Suggested 
age is six and younger. For more 
information, call 751-5589. 

AUG. 21
Victory Spouses Club
1-3 p.m., NCO Club. During this 
month’s meeting, the club welcomes 
Sheila Johnson, wife of Fort Jackson 
Commanding General Brig. Gen. John 
P. “Pete” Johnson. Register for the 
event by contacting VSCreservations@
gmail.com. The cost of the event is $12 
in advance, $14 at the door. Victory 
Spouses’ Club is open to spouses of 
all ranks, retirees, DOD civilians, all 
services, male and female.

AUG. 23
Steps to Federal Employment
for Military Spouses
9 a.m.– 12 p.m., Strom Thurmond 
Bldg., Room 222. Information on civil 
service and Non-appropriated Funds 
employment. The event is targeted 
to military spouses, but open to all 
military and DOD ID card holders. To 
register call 751-9460/5452 or email 
Barbara.l.martin10.civ@mail.mil.

AUG. 23
Professional Mentorship Network 
(Female Forum)
11:30 a.m., NCO Club. The meeting 
features a roundtable book discussion 
luncheon  lead by Dr. Treva Anderson, 

lead master resilience trainer/
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sport psychology consultant. For more 
information, call 751-8187.

AUG. 24
Shred Day
9 a.m.- 2 p.m. at the recycling center, 
5671 Lee Road, located between 
Popeye’s and the Auto Craft Shop. 
Everyone is invited to take advantage 
of the quarterly shredding event. 
All types of paper with sensitive 
information will be accepted. For 
additional Information, contact the 
Recycling Center at 751- 4208.

AUG. 24
��������	
���
���� �	�
����
��	� ��
���
�� ���
��
Building, located at 4204 Sumter Ave, 
will be closed from 7:30 a.m. until 
	��	� ���� 
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reopen at 1 p.m. The Commander 
Designated Entity (CDE/Child Care) 
will operate at normal hours. For more 
information, call 751-6935.

AUG. 25
Evening Storytime at the Library
6:30 - 7 p.m., Thomas Lee Hall Library. 
Visit the library for an evening of 
stories, songs and crafts. Suggested 
age is six and younger. For more 
information, call 751-5589. 

AUG. 27
Tin Man Reverse Sprint Triathlon 
8 a.m. The event is a 5K Run, 15K bike 
and 1500M swim. Deadline to register 
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��
register at 751-3096.

AUG. 29-30
Sesame Street comes to Fort Jackson
The USO and Child Youth and School 
Services are bringing the Sesame Street 
gang to post for four performances. 
The “Moving” show takes place 4 
p.m., Aug. 29, and 10 a.m., Aug. 30. 
The “Transitioning” show takes place 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 29 and 4:30 p.m. Aug. 
30. For more information, call 751-
4824.

AUG. 30
Town Hall
9:30-11 a.m., Post Theater. Fort 
Jackson’s senior commander, Brig. 
Gen. John “Pete” Johnson, will be 
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town hall meeting to answer questions 
and provide information. This is the 
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for civilian employees to take place in 
coming months. Additional dates will 
be announced later.

Fort Jackson, South Carolina 29207
This civilian enterprise newspaper, which has a circulation 

of 15,000, is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. 

Army. Contents of the Fort Jackson Leader are not necessarily 

the official views of, or endorsed by the U.S. Government, 

the Department of Defense, Department of the Army or Fort 

Jackson. 

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including 

inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement by 

the Department of the Army or Camden Media Co. of the firms, 

products or services advertised. 

All editorial content of the Fort Jackson Leader is prepared, 

edited, provided and approved by the Public Affairs Office of 

Fort Jackson. 

The Fort Jackson Leader is published by Camden Media 

Co., a private firm in no way connected with the Department of 

the Army, under exclusive written contract with Fort Jackson. 

The civilian printer is responsible for commercial 

advertising. 

For display advertising rates and information call 803- 

432-6157 or write Camden Media Company, P.O. Box 1137, 

Camden, S.C. 29020. For classified advertising information 

only: call 800-698-3514 or e-mail pmathes@chronicle-

independent.com or fax 803-432-7609. 

For questions or concerns about subscriptions, call 803-

432-6157.  To submit articles, story ideas or announcements, 

write the Fort Jackson Leader, Fort Jackson, S.C. 29207, call 

803-751-7045 or e-mail fjleader@gmail.com.

Commanding General .................Brig. Gen. John P. Johnson

Garrison Commander .................... Col. James W. Ellerson Jr.

Public Affairs Officer ................................... Michael B. Pond

Garrison Public Affairs Officer ......................... Patrick Jones

Command Information Officer ..............Christopher Fletcher

Editor ......................................................... Wallace McBride

Staff Writer ...................................................Robert Timmons

Staff Writer ..................................................Demetria Mosley

Website: www.fortjacksonleader.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fortjackson

Twitter: www.twitter.com/fortjacksonpao
Instagram: www.instagram.com/fortjacksonpao

Community   Calendar
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS TO

FJLeader@gmail.com

Deadline for events to be 
included in the calendar or Happen-
ings is one week before publication. 
Include the time, date and place the 
event will occur, as well as other 
necessary information. 

If you submit an article on an 
event that already has taken place, 
please send it as soon as possible. 
Tuesday is the last day we will we be 
able to accept an article for publica-
tion the following Thursday. Include 
the date and place of the event, as 
well as a description of what took 
place. Please include quotations, 
if possible.  With any photo you 
submit, include IDs — rank, unit, and 
�������	�
���������


Questions? Call 751-7045.  
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Staff Sgt. Terry Spratt reaches down to give 
his daughter a big kiss before her first day of 
school Monday at Pierce Terrace Elementary.

SEE PAGES 12-13.

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

By Demetria Mosley



By WALLACE MCBRIDE
Fort Jackson Leader

In the wake of extensive budget cuts, the Directorate of 
Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation has announced 
a series of program changes that will go into effect in com-
ing months.

Family and Recreational program budgets across the 
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year, which begins in October. This represents a 23 percent 
cut from this year’s funding level and is expected to drain 
more than $750,000 from local installation programs, said 
Col. James Ellerson, Fort Jackson garrison commander.
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cally constrained environment,” Ellerson told the audience 
during the installation’s Community Information Exchange 
at the NCO Club on Aug. 11. “That means that every major 
command will take some kind of cut. The things that we 
were able to do in the past, we will not be able to do in the 
future because we just won’t have the money.”

Congress began to appropriate funds for FMWR pro-
grams related to readiness in 1989, money that supports 
�
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months, Fort Jackson leaders have been evaluating FMWR 
programs to determine which were most affordable and 
popular, Ellerson said.

“It’s basically a decision that’s been made on the senior 

Army level, the senior levels of Installation Management 
Command, to use funds that typically have been funding 
FMWR programs to use them to pay for other, more impor-
tant priorities,” said Fort Jackson FMWR Director Daniel 
Ahern.

Ellerson said the goal was to disperse budget cuts across 
all programs in order to preserve as many 
programs and services on post as possible. 

“We had to make some hard decisions,” 
Ellerson said. “We understand clearly it af-
fects everyone.”
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� A 23 percent cut to Community Rec-

reation and Non-Appropriated Fund support 
services funding.

� A 6 percent cut to Child and Youth Ser-
vices, which can be absorbed without reduc-
tion in services for CYS customers.

� The closure of Andy’s Fitness Center at 
the Solomon Center. The hours for Coleman, 
Perez and Vanguard gyms will be reduced to 
X'��������������<��Z������	������
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�
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post’s four gyms was monitored as part of the 
evaluation of services on post, and it was determined that 
Andy’s has the fewest customers. Coleman Gym’s close 
proximity to the Solomon Center was also a factor in the 
decision, he said. The indoor track at the Solomon Center 
will remain open.

� Firehouse Productions, an FMWR supported custom 
production shop, will relocate to the space now occupied 
by Andy’s Fitness Center at the Solomon Center. Firehouse 
Productions is currently housed in a World War II-era 

wooden building.
� Reduce hours at the Thomas Lee Hall Library. “Right 

now, we have the library open seven days a week, and 
��@������	��
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said. “We didn’t automatically say it’s going to be closed 
on the weekends; we looked at the days that were the least 

utilized.” The library will be closed on Sun-
day and Monday.

� The Auto Crafts Center hours will be 
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� The intramural sports program will be 
re-located to Coleman Gym.

� Recreational trips and delivery services 
will be reduced or eliminated.

� Legion Pool will be closed in 2017. 
“We looked at areas where we had duplica-
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installation to have minimal effect to what 
we do for Families,” Ellerson said. Knight 
Indoor Pool will remain open.

� The position of chief of the Community 
Recreation Division will be eliminated.
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to make placement for anyone who is being affected by the 
budget cuts,” Ahern said. “As positions are being elimi-
nated, we’re working diligently to place people in valid 
vacancies across the directorate, or across the garrison as 
a whole.”

Coleman Gym will also have new management as part 
of the restructuring, Ellerson said. 

Cuts impact FMWR programs
Customers of Andy’s Fitness Center work out at the Solomon Center facility Wednesday morning. Andy’s is a victim of Armywide budget cuts and 
is slated to close permanently later this year. Firehouse Productions, an FMWR supported custom production shop, will move into the location.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS
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See FMWR: Page 17

Post to close gym, pool
in upcoming fiscal year

We had to make some 
hard decisions. We 

understand clearly it 
affects everyone.

— Col. James Ellerson,
garrison commander

“

”



A group of employees at the Strom Thurmond Building are using their break to stay active at work.

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY
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Fort Jackson
Movie Schedule
3319 Jackson Blvd. 
Phone: 751-7488

FRIDAY
Mike and Dave
Need Wedding Dates (R) 7 p.m.

SATURDAY
The Secret Life of Pets (PG) 1 p.m. 
Ghostbusters (PG-13) 5 p.m. 

SUNDAY
The Secret Life of Pets (PG) 1 p.m. 
Ghostbusters (PG-13) 5 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY
The Secret Life of Pets (PG) 1 p.m. 
Ghostbusters (PG-13) 5 p.m. 

TICKETS
Adult: $5.50
Child (6 to 11): $3   

3-D TICKETS
Adult: $7.50      Child (6 to 11): $5   
                                                                                                            
� Ticket sales open 30 minutes before 
each movie.

� Movie times and schedule are subject to 
change without notice. 

WWW.SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM

Fort Jackson
Gate Operation Hours

GATE 1

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 2

��Open around the clock daily.

GATE 4

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 5

��Open 5-10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and out-
bound traffic.

��Closed 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

��Reopened 4-6 p.m. for out-
bound traffic only. 

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.

By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

Linda Lee moves at a steady pace through the hallways of 
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hall the silhouettes of three others disappear around a corner. 

“We call ourselves the window watchers and them the 
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just window shopping, and the other group moves fast.”

`���	��
������<=�����������������������&'���
�
���
����

��
������������&*���	�
���
�����<�����	��
���#�����	���Z�
��

����
�������&'����������	���

;�����@��	����������
�	���
�
��������	����@������<�	��
�	��
��<�	�=[������{����

����������������	@
�
����	����������	�
����
����������	��
#�����	��
��
�������

�	���

�"���	�
������<���
����
��������	
�

��������
�����������
�	������	��"��������	������������<�	��
around the hallways.  
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leads to a longer life span, improves sleep and can even 
lighten your mood. 

� _��
	�� ]��
�=� �	�� ��� 
��� ��	���� ��

���=� ����� ���@��
���	���������
�����#�	��
���

;��@"��	�
�
����@"��#��	�������	��#�

����	���@��	�
�
�����
���	�����
����=[������]��
���;�@"�����
���
������������	�����-
�	��
�������������
��
������	@
��
���<��
���������
��[

Keeping pace
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Some employees at the Strom Thurmond Building 
are keeping active by walking its halls and stair-
ways 15 minutes, twice a day. 





By WALLACE MCBRIDE
Fort Jackson Leader
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Not all mosquitoes are the same. Different 
mosquitoes spread different diseases and 
bite at different times of the day. The mosqui-
toes that can spread Zika, dengue and chikungu-
nya viruses are aggressive daytime biters. They can also 
bite at night, indoors or around the outside of homes. 

The best way to prevent Zika
is to prevent mosquito bites

-
toes are active. 

-
quitoes breed) around your home and 
business. 

or tight clothing. 

use screens that keep mosquitoes outside. 

treated clothing. 

Use Environmental Protection Agency
registered insect repellents

safe and effective. 
-

tions. 

on first and insect repellent second. 

-
plied according to label instructions. 

http://go.usa.gov/cyAuW 

If you have a baby or child

months. 

-
quito netting. 

mouth or any cuts or irritated skin. 

Source: Army Public Health Center

See ZIKA: Page 15

Officials urge proactive 
measures to combat Zika

Spc. Briana Scott, a Soldier with the Department of Preventive Medicine at Mon-
crief Army Health Clinic, distributes literature about the Zika virus to drivers at 
Gate 2 last Friday at Fort Jackson. 

Photo by WALLACE McBRIDE
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Not all mosquitoes are the same. Different 
mosquitoes spread different diseases and 
bite at different times of the day. The mosqui-
toes that can spread Zika, dengue and chikungu-
nya viruses are aggressive daytime biters They can alsoo



Jackson remembers S.C. fallen
By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

“Today is about celebration and remembering what 
they stood for and how they answered the call of duty to 
this great nation,” said Brig. Gen. John “Pete” Johnson, 
Fort Jackson commander, moments before leading the 
2016 Run for the Fallen.

Hundreds of Fort Jackson community members joined 
together Aug. 13 at Hilton Field to pay homage to the Ser-
vice members of South Carolina who died while serving 
the United States with a 5K run/walk.

The run was special because it wasn’t about competi-
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 “I think this is a great event to honor those Families 
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Marilynn Bailey, Fort Jackson’s volunteer coordinator. 
“It’s not a competition run, but an honor run. It is special 
in my eyes. It brings light, it sheds a light (on those who 
have fallen) because all of these Soldiers represent a fallen 
Service member from South Carolina.”

Soldiers ran with the names of fallen Service members 
on their running bibs.

The run, set up by Fort Jackson’s Survivor Outreach 
Services, was the sixth of its kind. 

Johnson welcomed the Gold Star families to the run 
with a warm handshake and through a speech to open the 
run.

“First and foremost, I really want to give a heartfelt 
welcome to the surviving families of the fallen from this 

great state of South Carolina,” he said.
“This tradition started in 2008 when a team of patriots 

started out from Fort Irwin, California across this great 
nation, and every mile leaving a marker representing one 
of the fallen Service members during the Global War of 
Terror,” Johnson added. “They went from Fort Irwin to 
Arlington Cemetery here on East Coast.”

Those who gave their lives in defense of the nation 
“means a whole lot to all of us. We can never fully un-
derstand what that means to the families represented here 

today,” Johnson said. “When we have a fallen serviceman 
it surely has an impact on our team, but for the families 
it changes their world. The world as they know it never 
remains the same and they grieve – and we care about that. 

“This run is just a small token of our appreciation for 
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ery serviceman who is in uniform. We also must remember 
that today we have servicemen across this globe who are 
in harm’s way. I want you to keep them in your hearts and 
prayers because they also have loved ones that are caring 
about them and thinking about them every single day.”

For those running, walking or just attending the event 
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son to attend. 

For retiree Angel Tirado, walking lets him pass on his 
love of supporting Service member causes to his daughter.

“As retired military, I support all events that have to 
do with the military,” Tirado said.  “I am encouraging my 
daughter, Kattlie, to do the same. I encouraged her to join 
the service and she recently joined the Navy.

Ben Stewart, who was at the event with the Patriot 
Guard Riders of South Carolina, said he was proud to be 
at the event because it “shows support for our fallen, lifts 
the spirits of those who lost loved ones and is another way 
that we, as prior Service members, can serve our country.”

Just supporting the run was enough for some.
�;�
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knowing that I gave a small part of me back to the Families 
of those who have lost a loved one,” Bailey said about be-
ing involved with the run.

NEWS

Brig. Gen. John “Pete” Johnson, Fort Jackson commander, leads the post staff and a formation of Soldiers during the Sixth Annual Run for the Fall-
en Aug. 13 at Hilton Field. The run showed the post’s support for South Carolina Service members who sacrificed their lives for the nation. Johnson
said the run was a “small token of appreciation” for their service.

Photos by ROBERT TIMMONS

A Soldier with the Soldier Support Institute’s 
Training Support Battalion waves a U.S. flag 
while listening to a talk from the unit’s senior 
enlisted advisor, Command Sgt. Maj. Berna-
dette Phillips.
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BEST
Soldiers complete

grueling contests to seize 
post’s top honors

Staff Sgt. Sally Talbott, top right, a drill sergeant with 
Echo Company, 1st Battalion, 61st Infantry Regiment, low 
crawls to the finish line of Fort Jackson’s Fit to Win 2 ob-
stacle course Monday during the first day of the post’s 
Drill Sergeant of the Year/Platoon Sergeant of the Year/
Non-commissioned Officer of the Year/Soldier of the Year 
competition. The competition pits Soldiers against each 
other for the coveted title by putting them through an 
obstacle course, weapons zeroing and qualification, the 
Confidence Course, and other events such as round rob-
in stations where their basic Soldier knowledge is tested.

Photos by ROBERT TIMMONS
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‘I became a soldier ...’ 1ST BATTALION,
61ST INFANTRY REGIMENT 

PVT. DELAYSE M. FRANKLIN, 18
Columbus, Ohio

PVT. BRITTANY WOODS, 18
Aurora, Colorado

“I joined the Army to make 
something of myself, to make my 
parent proud of me, to set an ex-
ample for my Family and to show 
my sister that I can do it so can 
���
��������	�������

�����������
��
I can do something without giving up.

“My MOS is 35G – Geospatial Intelligence Imagery 
Analyst. I chose the MOS because I like challenging 
myself and working hard to help others out the best pos-
sible way I can.”

PVT. GARRETT BUTH, 19
Kewaskum, Wisconsin

“I joined the Army to serve 
my country and protect those 
who can’t protect themselves.

“The discipline and leader-
ship skills we have acquired 
will help us work as a team with 
anyone despite our different upbringings. Basic 
training has taught me to always value the little 
things in life.”

“I am a 68C or Practical Nursing Specialist. I 
picked that MOS because I can get hands on with 
injured Soldiers and help them recover.”

SPC. MORGAN T. WILSON, 23
Tallassee, Alabama

“I joined the Army to better my 
life and be a part of something that 
is bigger than myself.

“Basic Combat Training has 
taught me the importance of 
leadership and the importance of 
working together as a team.

“I am a 68W – Combat Medic. I chose this MOS be-
cause I value the life of everyone that serves this country 
and I’ve always wanted to be a part of a team that saves 
lives.”

“My Family fully supports my decision to join the 
military.”

PVT. MICHELE CASTANEDA-ARROYO, 18
Douglas, Arizona

“I joined the Army to become a 
U.S. citizen, be able to get college 
money and I like to travel.”

“The exercises, learning new 
things and meeting new people” is 
what’s good about basic training.

“I chose to be a 92M – Mortuary Affairs Specialist 
because I am into forensic science and that is the closest 
to it.

“I look forward to travelling and meeting new people. 
I also see myself retiring from the Army. I had a good 
experience in basic training and enjoyed learning new 
things.”

PVT. JACOB L. VIVEIROS, 21
Providence, Rhode Island

“I joined the Army to do my 
part in helping protect the country 
that has given me so much and 
to provide a stable and prosper-
ous future for my wife and future 
children.

“I am a 31E – Internment/ Resettlement Specialist. I 
picked this MOS because I’ve always been interested 
in law enforcement and I want to help keep some the 
military’s worst behind bars.

“My Family thinks my enlistment is one of the best 
������������
	�����������	���
�������������������������
��
to ever join the military.”

att 

h

“I joined the Army because I 
wanted to make a name for my-
self. I wanted to be known for the 
actions I did to protect my Family, 
my friends and my home.

“I can say that Basic Com-
bat Training has done more than just train me. It’s 
opened me up to the bigger picture of helping oth-
ers for the simple fact of being a better person.”

My MOS is 35F “intelligence analyst. I love to 
deal with electronics and complicated situations that 
require a lot of thought.”



USARCENT hosts Multinational 
NCO Symposium in Georgia
By STAFF SGT. JARED CRAIN
USARCENT Public Affairs
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NEWS

Families eligible for 
DOD tutoring program
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Claims against estate
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Thrift shop hours
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IN FOCUS

By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

Rebecca Smilowska walked out of Pierce Terrace El-
ementary school Monday wiping tears from out her eyes as 
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their two girls to school that morning and were among many 
of other parents who decided to accompany their children 
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“That was when we looked to see where we were and 
what we wanted to do academically with students,” he said, 
“and how we wanted to promote social growth, as well as 
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Faculty from both schools on Fort Jackson celebrated 


����
��
����
���	����������
���	����	�	��
�����	���
�!�!��
|�	
<	��������
�&�
����	��

�	��	
���
�
���
�����	������
`����
��	
����`���	
��Z��
�
��	��

�"�
��������	
�	��	
�
!����
���������
�	��	��!����	�
��������	
�	��	
���
�-
���	��������

������ 
��<��� �#��
� 
��� �����
�	
�� ��� 
��	���� ���� �	-
couraged that as educators they should focusing on chang-
�	���	��<����	�������
��
���
������

;�����
������	�����
��#����#������
�����
��
���"���	
�
and greeting grounds for critical thinkers and lifelong learn-
���=[�������������;!��	������������������
��
�������"���	
�[�

���������������������������"���
�����
����#��
�
��	���
��
��
�
�����������
�
����#��
���#��
�	���
��

 “If you do not change directions you might end up where 
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Huddleston used geese as a metaphor during the cere-
mony to explain how the teachers should work together as 
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Wallace McBride contributed to this story.

School Days
Fort Jackson schools embracing change this year

Fort Jackson Schools
Sept. 5, Labor Day (no school)
Oct. 7, training day (no school)
Oct. 10, Columbus Day (no school)
Oct. 20, teacher training (no school)
Oct. 21, teacher work day (no school)
Oct. 27-28, parent-teacher conferences (no school)
Nov. 11, Veterans Day (no school)
Nov. 23-25, Thanksgiving holiday (no school)

Richland School District One
www.richlandone.org
Sept. 5, Labor Day (no school)
Sept. 15, early release for all schools 
Oct. 13, early release for all schools 
Oct. 14, professional development (no school)
Nov. 8, Election Day (no school)
Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

Richland School District Two
www.richland2.org
Sept. 5, Labor Day (no school)
Sept. 22, early release for all schools 
Oct. 13, early release for all schools 
Oct. 14, student holiday (no school)
Nov. 8, district in-service (no school)
Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

Kershaw County Schools
www.kershaw.k12.sc.us/ 
Sept. 5, Labor Day (no school)
Oct. 21, early dismissal
Nov. 8, Election Day (no school)
Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

Lexington County School District One 
www.lexington1.net/ 
Sept. 5, Labor Day (no school)
Oct. 21, parent-teacher conferences (no school)
Nov. 8, Election Day (no school)
Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

Lexington School District Two 
www.lex2.org 
Sept. 5, Labor Day (no school)
Sept. 28, early dismissal
Oct. 21, teacher in-service (no school)
Nov. 8, Election Day (no school)
Nov. 11, Veterans Day (no school)
Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

Lexington School District  Five
www.lex5.k12.sc.us/ 
Sept. 5, Labor Day (no school)
Oct. 10, teacher in-service (no school)
Nov. 7, teacher in-service (no school)
Nov. 8, Election Day (no school)
Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

Fairfield County School District 
www.fairfield.k12.sc.us/ 
Sept. 5, Labor Day (no school)
Sept. 21, delayed start for students
Oct. 10, professional development (no school)
Oct. 21, teacher workday (no school)
Nov. 8, Election Day (no school)
Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

IMPORTANT DATES

Pierce Terrace Elementary librarian Richard Horan, gives a student a hug as she enters the 
building. Staff members from the school stand at the door to greet people as they arrived. 

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

‘If there was no change, there would be no butter-
flies,’ said Department of Defence Education Ac-
tivity Community Superintendent Kathleen Reiss 
during a back to school opening ceremony for fac-
ulty and staff Aug. 12 at C.C. Pinckney Elementary.

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

Parents escort children to their first day of school Monday morning at 
C.C. Pinckney Elementary.

Photo by WALLACE McBRIDE

Amy Brown, left, says goodbye to daughter Lilah, 7, on the first day of the 
new school year Monday morning at C.C. Pinckney Elementary.

Photo by WALLACE McBRIDE



By VERAN HILL
Fort Jackson Public Affairs

In an effort to provide safe havens for Internet 
purchases and sales, counties in the Midlands have 
established Internet Exchange Zones for public use.  
The designated Internet Exchange Zones are locat-
ed in areas that have 24-hour video surveillance, on 
premises that have high visibility or where there’s 
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signs.

If you are making an exchange in a Richland 
County location that does not have surveillance, 
“it’s encouraged that you call a police station to 
have a deputy in the area when conducting your 
business,” said Lt. Curtis Wilson, public informa-
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ment.

Wilson recommends, “if possible, use (Inter-
net Exchange Zones) during daylight hours, call 
the non-emergency number for dispatch at (803) 
252-9111 and let them know the time and location 
where the exchange will take place if done at dusk.”   

The use of Internet Exchange Zones can be a de-
terrent to criminals; however, vigilance is key.  

“Never come alone to meet a stranger. Let some-
one know where and when you are going to meet 
(for the transaction) and get the name and any con-
tact information you might have for the person you 
are meeting” said Ken Bell, public information of-
�
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Counties offer safe zones for exchanges

To provide safe space for internet purchases and other 
transactions, many surrounding counties have begun to 
establish Internet Exchange Zones for public use. The loca-
tions have 24-hour video surveillance and high visibility.

Photo by VERAN HILL

SAFE ZONES
The designated Internet Exchange Zones 

for the surrounding counties are:
Richland:

� Main Police Headquarters – 5623 Two Notch 
Road Columbia, SC  29223 (24-hour surveil-
lance)
� Region 1 Headquarters – 2615 Lower Rich-
land Boulevard Hopkins, SC  29061
� Region 3 Headquarters – 6429 Bishop Av-
enue Columbia, SC  29210
� Region 4 Headquarters – 1019 Beatty Road 
Columbia, SC  29210
� Region 6 Headquarters – 118 McNulty Street 
Blythewood, SC  29016

Sumter:
���������������������!"��#�����%�����������&'��
Hwy 15 N) Sumter, SC  29153 (24-hour surveil-
lance)
� Sumter Police Department – 107 East Hamp-
ton Avenue Sumter, SC  29150 (24-hour sur-
veillance)
�� *��� +�:;�� <��=���� 
��� �� !>@@� J�	����
	�
Road Sumter, SC  29154 (24-hour surveillance)

Lexington:  
� Lexington Municipal Complex – 111 Maiden 
Lane Lexington, SC  29072   (24-hour surveil-
lance)

Kershaw: 
��K�������V������������������������"!��X�	��-
way Road Lugoff, SC 29078 
� Camden Police Department – 1000 Lyttleton 
St, Camden, SC 29020



HONORS
Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees
DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE. Photos by OITHIP PICKERT, Public Affairs Office.

Sgt. 1st Class
Akia Sieben
Alpha Company
1st Battalion,
61st Infantry Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Stephen Longoria 

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Ryan Eversole

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Augustin Jung

HIGH APFT
Spc. Ismael Niada

Staff Sgt. 
James Pendleton
Bravo Company
1st Battalion,
61st Infantry Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Dillon McCain

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Michael Calzada

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Arianna Seaver

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Valerie Ford

Staff Sgt.
Jonathan Martin
Charlie Company
1st Battalion,
61st Infantry Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Morgan Wilson

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Chere Phillips

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Felicity Sanchez

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Joseph Merryman
          

Staff Sgt.
Veronica Cruz
Delta Company
1st Battalion,
61st Infantry Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Christa Vernon

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Amir Parker

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Arron Slavely

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Crystal Mathis

Sgt.
Jon Tuttle
Echo Company
1st Battalion,
61st Infantry Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Kathleen Gearhart

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Hyoung Lim

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Nicholas Rodriguez

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Kathleen Gearhart

How is Zika transmitted? 
Zika is one of several diseases spread 

by the Aedes mosquito, which also spreads 
dengue and chikungunya. People primar-
ily become infected with Zika from mos-
quito bites. Recent evidence suggests that 
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sexual activity, blood transfusions and from 
mother to child during pregnancy. 

Where is it found? 
Most recently, Zika has been rapidly 

spreading in South and Central America 
and the Caribbean. The virus is expected to 
spread to some parts of nearly all countries 
in the Americas. For the most current travel 
alerts visit www.cdc.gov/zika/geo/active-
countries.html

What are the symptoms? 
About 1 in 5 people infected with Zika 

will become ill. The illness is usually mild 
and includes fever, rash, joint pain, or red 
eyes. Symptoms last from several days to 
a week. 
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available to prevent or treat Zika. Recently, 
Zika infection has been linked to a rare con-
dition called Guillain-Barré syndrome and 
to infants born with birth defects. Symp-
toms of Guillain-Barré syndrome include 
weakness of the arms and legs that is usu-

ally the same on both sides of the body. If 
you or someone you know develops any of 
these symptoms, especially after traveling 
to an area with ongoing Zika transmission, 
see your healthcare provider. 

What are the dangers
for pregnant women? 

During pregnancy Zika may pass from 
mother to baby. Some women infected with 
Zika while pregnant have had babies born 
with microcephaly, a condition where a 
baby is born with an abnormally small head 
and incomplete brain development. 

What should you do if you are
pregnant or trying to get pregnant? 

Women who are pregnant or trying to get 
pregnant who do not live in areas with ac-
tive transmission of Zika should postpone 
travel to areas where Zika transmission is 
ongoing. Talk to your sexual partners about 
their potential exposure to Zika and any his-
tory of Zika-like symptoms. 

Pregnant women or women who are try-
ing to get pregnant, who live in an area with 
active transmission of Zika, should take 
special precautions. Pregnant women and 
their male partners should strictly follow 
steps to prevent mosquito bites. To prevent 
sexual transmission of Zika, consider not 
having sex or use condoms the right way 

every time during pregnancy. Talk to your 
healthcare provider about plans to become 
pregnant. Testing is recommended for preg-
nant women who live in areas with active 
transmission of Zika; follow all recommen-
dations for prenatal care. All Army medical 
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surrounding Zika infection and are prepared 
to assist patients who may have been in-
fected. 

Pregnant Soldiers and DOD employees 
who live or work in an area with active Zika 
transmission should talk to their chain of 
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guidance and resources. 

Should Soldiers who are pregnant, nurs-
ing, or trying to get pregnant wear an 
ACU treated with permethrin? 

Yes, if you are in an area with active Zika 
transmission. A permethrin-treated uniform, 
as part of the DOD Insect Repellent Sys-
tem is your best defense against infected 
mosquitos. Discuss with your healthcare 
provider whether or not you are at risk of 
Zika infection. If your uniform is not treat-
ed with permethrin (maternity or untreated 
ACU) and you and your healthcare provider 
decide that wearing an ACU with perme-
thrin is the best choice, you can learn how 
to safely treat your ACU by visiting: http://
go.usa.gov/cymwB/.

Zika
Continued from Page 6

“We continue to do surveillance on 
the population of this base, on the pop-
ulation of this state,” Quist said. “We 
work closely with the state. We’ve 
had had zero evidence of Zika virus or 
transmittable disease by this particu-
lar mosquito on (the installation) or 
in South Carolina. We continue to do 
surveillance.”

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention has issued a Level 2 
Travel Alert for areas where Zika virus 
transmission is ongoing, asking travel-
ers to practive “enhanced precautions.” 
THE CDC recommends that women 
who are pregnant, or trying to become 
pregnant, consider delaying travel 
plans to areas where Zika virus is an 
ongoing problem.  Cases of ZIka have 
been reported in the United States in 
travelers who have visited areas where 
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The travel advisory is particularly 
important for women who are preg-
nant, as the virus has been connected 
to problematic pregnancies and sig-
	��
�	
�#��
������

���

“It’s a very important disease con-
cern for us,” Quist said, “particularly 
for pregnant women and the affect it 
can have on an unborn child.”

Zika virus: Frequently Asked Questions



‘It’s my sound’
Sgt. Major Gil Hoffer of The United States Army Band warms up his trumpet with members of the 282nd 
Band. Gil wanted to perform with the band during his daughter’s graduation to find a ‘meaningful way to 
congratulate her,’ he said. 

Photos by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

A trumpet blares out on Fort Jack-
son’s Hilton Field today hoping that 
it’s tune sounds familiar to the ear of 
a graduating Soldier.

While most families coming to 
graduation cheer on their new Sol-
dier from the bleachers,  Sgt. Major 
Gil Hoffer, of the United States Army 
Band’s “Pershing’s Own,” wanted 
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daughter completing 10 weeks of ba-
sic combat training. 

He wanted to perform with Fort 
Jackson’s 282nd band. 

“When Hoffer e-mailed me ask-
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his daughter, I said no problem. Of 
course,” said 1st Sgt. Kristin Barrett 
of the 282nd Band. 

His daughter, Spc. Tiffany Hof-
fer, of Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 
61st Infantry Regiment, said her fa-
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decision to play in an Army band. 

“I started playing in 5th grade and 
he would help me,” she said. “I love 
watching him play and hearing him.”

Gil and his daughter both play 
trumpet.  The both attended Indiana 
University for music and both studied 
with classic trumpeter John Rommel. 

Tiffany will be playing in the 
Army Field Band out of Fort Meade, 
Maryland, which is a counterpart to 
Gil’s band. There will be time when 
the two play at the same occasions. 

“I hope she knows it’s my sound 
when I play. I hope she knows it’s 
me,” Gil said. “We’re both musicians 
so I thought this was a more mean-
ingful way to congratulate her.”

NEWS

Child Safety Awareness 
Initial Training

Open to active duty, retired service 
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Family members. This two hour initial 
training workshop provides information 
on how to recognize, identify and re-
port child abuse. It is a requirement for 
law enforcement, legal, chaplains, CYSS 
employees/volunteers, teachers and other 
installation personnel whose employ-
ment requires contact with children. A 
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completion. The class is offered the 1st 
Monday of each month, 1700-1900 hrs 
at the FAP Classroom, 5614 Hood Street 
room 10. Please register at 751-6325. 

Healthy Relationships
Open to active duty, retired service 

�����		��=� `�`� 
�"����	�� �	�� ���������
Family members. Healthy Relationships 
is an interactive discussion-based class, 
designed to encourage positive, emo-
tionally healthy relationships. Topics 
discussed will include open communica-
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roles of independence and respect and 
how to recognize, grow and maintain 
healthy relationships. Your relationship 
with intimate partners, Family members, 
and friends is worth the time to attend the 
Healthy Relationships class. The class is 
offered the 1st Tuesday of each month 
from 1100-1200 at the FAP Classroom, 
5614 Hood Street room 10. Please regis-
ter at 751-6325. 

Stress Management
Open to active duty, retired service 
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Family members. This workshop is de-
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cance of stress related problems. It focus-
es on identifying and managing stressors, 
and learning to relax. Participants iden-
tify personal stressors and discuss ways 
to eliminate/reduce the effects. The class 
is offered on the 1st Thursday of each 
month, 1100-1200 hrs, at Family Advo-
cacy’s Classroom 10, Bldg. 5614, Hood 
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awarded upon completion. To register, 
call 751-6325. 

Baby Basics
This class offers expectant parents 

raining/information in preparation for the 
routine care of their newborn baby. Top-
ics include handling, bathing, diapering, 
feeding and safety concerns. The class is 
conducted on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month, 1000-1200 hrs at FAP classroom 
10 in bldg 5614 on Hood Street. Open 
to active duty, retired service person-
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members expecting or who have a new-
born up to six weeks old. Child care may 
be available. Call 751-6325 to register.

FAMILY ADVOCACY 
PROGRAMS 

Father plays with Army band 
for daughter’s graduation

Spc. Tiffany Hoffer, of Bravo Company, 
1st Battalion, 61st Infantry, graduated 
today from Basic Combat Training.



“The recreation team will 
take over and run Coleman Fit-
ness Center,” he said. “It’s just a 
different team that will be run-
ning Coleman; it doesn’t effect 
the units in any form or fashion.”

The changes are going to be 
implemented on or around Oct. 
1, Ahern said.

“This is simply belt tighten-
ing that the Army’s going to 
have to do with FMWR pro-
grams,” Ahern said. “It’s hap-
pening at every garrison, it’s not 
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actually pleased we won’t have 
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the board, because it could have 
been a lot worse.” 

The original predictions sug-
gested FWMR was looking at 
a cut around 40-45 percent, he 
said.

A silver lining in the coming 
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Army Wellness Center opening 
on post, said Col. Eric S. Ed-
wards, commander of Moncrief 
Army Health Clinic.

Edwards said 23 of 29 loca-
tions have already been estab-
lished as part of the Army Well-
ness Program, and it’s probable 
one of the remaining sites will 
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to promoting healthy living and 
the prevention of illness and 
disease, Army Wellness Centers 
have already show to have had a 
97 percent satisfaction rate with 
customers.

“The target audience for the 
Army Wellness Program in-
cludes that of our permanent 
party personnel here on Fort 
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civilians and retirees,” Edwards 
said. “We’ve gauged the staff-
ing and equipment lever to sup-
port a population of what they 
call a ‘medium-sized post’ ... 
of between 30,000 and 70,000 
people.”
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process of selecting a site for the 
center, which would be under 
the guidance of Moncrief Army 
Health Clinic. 

“We suspect that, by the end 
of August, we’ll know what 
building they’re going to occu-
py,” Edwards said.

NEWS

FMWR
Continued from Page 3

Junior Olympians
‘All of us were kids at one point in time ... and we wondered what we were going to do 
with our life,’ said Command Sgt. Maj. Lamont Christian, center, during an awards cer-
emony for Team Blaze, a USA Track & Field Jr. Olympic Team. Standing beside him are 
head coaches Nathan Gantt, left, and Warren Eure, right. ‘And I tell you that most of us 
are successful because we had someone that took time out of their personal life to give 
us something ... thank you coaches for giving back to our youth.’ 
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