
COUSINS MEET FOR FIRST TIME 
IN BASIC COMBAT TRAINING P8EVERYTHING IS RELATIVE

JACKSON FLOOD RESPONSE LAUDED DURING SEMINAR P4

FORT JACKSON OBSERVES
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH, P3

EMBRACING, ENRICHING  

AMERICA



TODAY-SATURDAY
Case Lot Sale
9 a.m.-6 p.m. at the warehouse 
located inside the Commissary. Fort 
Jackson customer appreciation case 
lot sale.

FRIDAY
Steps to Federal Employment for 
Military Spouses
9 a.m.-noon, Strom Thurmond Bldg., 
Room 222. Information on civil ser-
vice and NAF employment. Target-
ed to military spouses, but open to 
all military and DOD ID card hold-
ers. To register, call 751-9460/5452 
or email Barbara.l.martin10.civ@
mail.mil

TUESDAY
Job Searching Strategies
for Military Spouses
8:30-12:00 Strom Thurmond Bldg., 
Room 222. Topics:  Military spouse 
job searching skills, resume writ-
ing and interviewing. Targeted to 
military spouses, but open to all 
military and DOD ID Card holders. 
To register, call 751-9460/5452 or 
sherry.r.major.civ@mail.mil

SEPT. 29
Evening Storytime at the Library
6:30 - 7 p.m., Thomas Lee Hall 
Library. Visit the library for an 

evening of stories, songs and crafts. 
Suggested age is six and younger. 
For more information, call 751-
5589. 

SEPT. 30
Are you Job Ready??  
9 a.m.-noon, resume writing and in-
terviewing skills workshop, Strom 
Thurmond Bldg., Room 222. This 
workshop is designed to provide 
you with tools and knowledge 
useful in building your resume 
and improving your interviewing 
skills. Workshop is conducted by 
BlueCross BlueShield Human Re-
sources Department.  Many of our 
clients who attend this class have 
had success in being employed with 
SC BlueCross BlueShield. Targeted 
to military spouses, but open to all 
military and DOD ID Card Holders. 
To register, call 751-9460/5256 or 
email sherry.r.major.civ@mail.mil

OCT. 4
Facebook Town Hall Meeting
Noon-1 p.m. The community 
will have the opportunity to ask 
questions and receive feedback from 
U.S. Army Garrison directors and 
staff. Questions may be submitted 
to garrison directors and staff via 
Facebook or via email.  Log on to 
Facebook, search for Fort Jackson, or 
type http://www.fb.com/fortjackson. 

Email questions to usarmy.
jackson.93-sig-bde.mbx.atzj-pao@
mail.mil. Emailed questions will be 
accepted starting Sept. 27.  For more 
information, call Chris Fletcher, 
751-3615.

OCT. 28
‘Monster Mash’
5K/10K Fun Run/Walk
8-10 a.m., Hilton Field Sports 
Complex, located at 3900-E 
Hampton Pkwy. The race begins 
at the Twin Lakes recreation area. 
Online registration ends noon Oct. 
28. Costumes are welcome, but 
children will be in attendance so 
scary or inappropriate costumes will 
not be permitted.
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Community   Calendar
SEND ALL

SUBMISSIONS TO

FJLeader@gmail.com

Deadline for events to be in-
cluded in the calendar or Happen-
ings is one week before publication. 
Include the time, date and place the 
event will occur, as well as other 
necessary information. 

If you submit an article on an 
event that already has taken place, 
please send it as soon as possible. 
Tuesday is the last day we will 
we be able to accept an article for 
publication the following Thursday. 
Include the date and place of the 
event, as well as a description of 
what took place. Please include 
quotations, if possible.  With any 
photo you submit, include IDs — 
��������	
��������
�������
������

Questions? Call 751-7045.  
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ON THE COVER
Staff Sgt. Luis Lopez with the Task Force Mar-
shall honor guard renders honors during the 
halftime celebration during a USC Gamecocks 
football game last year.  SEE PAGE 3.

File photo

By Demetria MosleyBy Dem



See HERITAGE: Page 16

Retired Col. Manuel F. Siverio of the 65th Infantry Division speaks to the crowd of assembled veterans, lawmakers and guests April 13 at the Capi-
tol. The Congressional Gold Medal awarded to his unit is in front of Speaker of the House Paul Ryan. 

Photo by JOHN MARTINEZ

By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

The Army began celebrating the heritage of Hispanics 
in its ranks Sept. 15.

The Army values the contributions made by Hispanic 
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the nation in many ways, but especially through military 
service. 

President Barack Obama proclaimed on Sept. 14, 2016 
that “Hispanic Americans have had a lasting impact on our 
history and have helped drive hard – won progress for all 
our people … They are the brave men and women in uni-
form who commit themselves to defending our most cher-
ished ideals at home and abroad. And their lasting achieve-
ments and devotion to our Nation exemplify the tenacity 
and perseverance embedded in our national character.”

�����	���
����
���	
�����	�
�	
���
����
���
�����
�	�

have received 44 Medals of Honor. Since 1985, the per-
centage of Hispanic Soldiers in the Army has grown from 
3 percent of Active Duty Soldiers to 17 percent in 2015.

NEWS

Embracing, enriching and enabling America
HISPANICS U.S. ARMYIN

THE

Source: Army.mil



Jackson flood response 
lauded during seminar

Maj. Gen. Greg Batts, the second highest-ranking officer in the S.C. National Guard, speaks during a Sept. 14 
emergency preparedness seminar that involved civic and military emergency managers from across the state.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader
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Fort Jackson
Movie Schedule
3319 Jackson Blvd. Phone: 751-7488

FRIDAY
Don’t Breathe (R) 7 p.m.

SATURDAY
Pete’s Dragon (PG)  1 p.m. 
Ben Hur (PG) 5 p.m. 

SUNDAY
Pete’s Dragon (PG)  1 p.m. 
Ben Hur (PG) 5 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY
Pete’s Dragon (PG)  1 p.m. 
Ben Hur (PG) 5 p.m. 

TICKETS
Adult: $6
Child (6 to 11): $4   

3-D TICKETS
Adult: $8      Child (6 to 11): $6  
                                                                                                            
� Ticket sales open 30 minutes before 
each movie.

� Movie times and schedule are subject to 
change without notice. 

WWW.SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM

Fort Jackson
Gate Operation Hours

GATE 1

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 2

��Open around the clock daily.

GATE 4

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 5

��Open 5-10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and out-
bound traffic.
��Closed 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
��Reopened 4-6 p.m. for out-
bound traffic only. 

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.

We got the boats out, 
got them used to save 
lives, to save property.

— Col. William Connor
State Emergency

Preparedness Officer
for South Carolina

“

”

See FLOOD: Page 18





By STAFF SGT. TRACY KORFF
143d Sustainment Command
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See NEXT: Page 20

207th RSG changes leadership

Photo by STAFF SGT. TRACY KORFF 

Col. Robert A. Wojciechowski, incoming commander of the 207th Re-
gional Support Group hands the guidon to Command Sgt. Maj. Earl E. 
Lee, command sergeant major of the 207th RSG during the change of 
command ceremony on Sept. 10. 
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By ERIC KOWAL
Picatinny Arsenal Public Affairs
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Photo by HERBERT WORTMANN

A Soldier at Fort Benning throws a prototype, inert 
grenade from the kneeling position



By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader
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See BASICS: Page 14

Sgt.1st Class Eric Eller checks to make sure his simulated casualty is secured properly in an ambulance near the end of the Army Warrior Task Training.  

Photos by DEMETRIA MOSLEY
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Brushin’ up

Soldiers of Moncrief Army Health Clinic completed their 
annual Army Warrior Task Training Sept. 13 to 15.  Non- 
commissioned officer in charge Staff Sgt. Theodore Cier-
aszynski said he wanted the focus to be on medical skills. 



Cousins meet for 1st time in BCT

Pvts. Roger Kendrick and Michael Weese, of Echo Company and Charlie Company, 3rd Bat-
talion, 39th Infantry Regiment, are cousins who met for the first time recently during Basic 
Combat Training at Fort Jackson.

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

Like most initial entry Soldiers overjoyed about start-
ing Basic Combat Training, Pvt. Roger Kendrick, of Echo 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment, used 
Facebook to share his excitement of being shipped off to 
Fort Jackson to start his career as a Soldier. 

He expected he might get a few “likes” and a couple of 
comments from his post, but what Kendrick did not antici-
pate was connecting with an unknown relative. 

“My dad got a message on Facebook from one of his 
cousin’s saying that her grandson was going to Fort Jackson 
too,” said Kendrick. “And I told my dad to tell her to have 
him add me as a friend.” 

And that’s what Pvt. Michael Weese of Charlie Com-
pany did. He added Kendrick and the two cousins began to 
talk about their expectations.  

“My grandma was like ‘you got a cousin that’s going to 
be there too’, and I was like ‘okay,’” said Weese. “He sent 
me a message and we started talking about Army stuff.” 

They both arrived at Fort Jackson at the same time to the 
same battalion. Although their barracks and training area 
are in close proximity, the two cousins didn’t have a chance 
to  actually meet in person 
until Sept. 4, four weeks 
before graduation. 

“I told the chaplain I 
had a cousin I’ve never met 
here, and he set it up for us 
��
����
�	
���
�����!#
����

Kendrick. 

Weese, who’s from Flor-
ida, said that he had never 
heard of Kendrick until his 
grandmother, Judith Lipps, 
told him. Kendrick’s Fam-
ily moved around a lot and 
his father is the nephew of 
Lipp’s mother. 

Kendrick said the two 
of them talked for about 20 
minutes in the chaplain’s 
������


“I asked him how was Echo and he asked me how was 
Charlie,” Weese said. “We just talked about Army stuff.”  

Lipps said that the Family plans on having a small re-
union after the two men graduate Sept. 29 on Fort Jackson’s 
Hilton Field. 

“I have never met little Roger and look forward to seeing 
him and Michael and reconnecting with family,” she said. 

NEWS

My grandma was like 
‘you got a cousin that’s 

going to be there too.’

— Pvt. Michael Weese

“

”



We both agreed 
to join together. It 
was an, ‘If I do it, 
you do it,’ kind

of thing.

— Pvt. Macario Castillo

“

”

Former Fort Jackson trainees, 
twins learn to be independent

Pvts. Moises and Marcario Castillo – 19-year-olds from Merced, Calif. – are Water Treatment Specialist Course students assigned to the Quarter-
master School. The two plan to pursue civil engineering and boxing in college. Both attended Basic Combat Training at Fort Jackson.

Photo by  TERRANCE BELL

By TERRENCE BELL
U.S. Army Garrison Fort Lee
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‘I became a soldier ...’ 1ST BATTALION,
13TH INFANTRY REGIMENT 

PVT. SAWYER T. ANDERSON, 19
Lancaster, California

SPC. MICHAEL J. HARRIS, 35
St. Paul, Minnesota

“I joined to serve my state 
and country as a member of the 
Minnesota National Guard. I work 
with Service members at my civil-
ian job who inspired me to join 
before I turned 35.”

I am a “27D – Paralegal. I chose this MOS to gain 
additional job skills to advance my civilian career as 
��������
	�������������

“My employer, spouse and friends have been 
extremely supportive, however, my parents were 
concerned about deployments and my health at my 
age.”

PVT. TIMOTHY J. EKBACK, 18
Denver

“I joined the Army to serve 
my country and use the Army 
as a stepping stone for the rest 
of my life.”

“I’ve made lots of friends in 
basic training.”

“I’m a 15N – Avionic Mechanic. I picked it to 
give me an opportunity to learn all I can about 
��	�
	����������	���
����	������������	�
���������
the Army one day.”

“My Family is very proud, but also a little ner-
vous. They feel I was born to be a Soldier.”

PVT. JASON D. PRICE, 18
Richmond Hill, Georgia

“I joined because serving my 
country to keep the citizens free 
is important. We are a country of 
freedom, and freedom isn’t free.”

In basic training I “became 
more mature as an adult and 
Soldier.”

I am a “15U – Chinook Repairer. My goal is to 
������������	����������
�����������	
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���	��
�
school to be a pilot.”

“My Family supports me 100 percent as my father 
was in the Army for 23 years.”

PVT. MARIA L. MUMMERT, 18
Spring Grove Pennsylvania

“I joined the Army to further 
my education and protect and 
serve my country.”

“The friendships and every-
thing I’ve learned and experi-
enced is what I like most about 
basic training.”

I am a “35F – Intelligence Analyst because I’m 
interested in intelligence-related jobs as a career.”

My Family “is very proud of my decision to join 
and support me.”

k 
-

f
”
f 
”

“I joined the Army because I’ve 
always wanted to since I was a 
little kid.”

“The drill sergeants have been 
awesome at guiding myself and 
the company through basic and at 
preparing us for the rest of our careers.”

I am a “89D – Explosive Ordnance Disposal Spe-
�	��	
�������
����	�������������	
������	����
����
but when I saw EOD, I wanted to take the challenge 
because it is such an awesome opportunity.”

“My Family is behind my decision to join 100 
percent. I could not have done this without them.”



NEWS

Day for Kids at Fort Jackson
The Fort Jackson Boys and Girls Club of America planned activities to celebrate Day for Kids on 
Sept. 17 at Legion Pool. The day is set aside every third Saturday in September for adults and chil-
dren to spend meaningful time together. 

Photo by VERAN HILL
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National Guard 
conducts night firing 
during crew-served 
weapons familiarization training at Fort JacksonIN THE FIRE

NIGHT Photos by
Tech. Sgt. Jorge Intriago

Soldiers conduct M2 machine gun night firing during crew-served weapons familiarization training last week.

Left, a Soldier helps 

prepare targets for last 

week’s training exercise. 

Above, spent brass from 

the weapons is collected 

at the end of the event.

IN FOCUS

helps 
for last 
xercise. 

ss from 
llected 
ent.

Soldiers 
gun nig
served w
training l

Above, U.S. Army Spc. Edward Carr, combat engineer as-
signed to the 218th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, S.C. 
Army National Guard fires a M240B machine gun during 
the crew-served weapons familiarization night training at 
Fort Jackson.  Carr is assisting in the training of 30 Sol-
diers from multiple transportation companies on dismounted secu-
rity drills and crew-served weapons in preparation for their qualifi-
cation next summer and to stay current with convoy security.

U.S. Soldiers assigned to the 

1050th Transportation Bat-

talion, S.C. Army National 

Guard fire the M240B ma-

chine gun during night train-

ing Sept. 15 at Fort Jackson.



NEWS
Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month 
luncheon set for Oct. 3

A luncheon in recognition 
of Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month is 
scheduled to take place 11:30 
a.m.–1 p.m. Oct. 24 at the post 
NCO Club. The guest speaker 
for the event is domestic 
violence survivor Dale Wells.

Contact the post EOA at 
751-2990 for tickets, which 
are $10.50 per person.

Call 751-6235 for more 
information.

Steps to Federal 
Employment for 
Military Spouses

Dedicated to information 
on civil service and NAF 
employment. Targeted to 
military spouses, but open 
to all military and DOD ID 
card holders. The event takes 
place 9 a.m.-noon, Strom 
Thurmond Bldg., Room 222.

To register, call 751-
9460/5452 or email 
Barbara.l.martin10.civ@
mail.mil

Basics
Continued from Page 7

“I think dressing up really helps 
the Soldiers think of this in a real life 
scenario,” she said. “I enjoyed play-
ing the part of giving them the extra 
push in the training.” 

 The training course lasted about 
30 minutes and Service members 
went in groups of 10 to 15.  Cier-
aszynski said they wanted  training to 
really focus on medical tasks. While 
completing the tasks, the Soldiers 
had to also travel with their wounded 
medical dummy.
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we wanted our training to focus on the 
addressing and caring of a casualty,” 
Cieraszynski  said. “Because that’s 
what we would be doing if we were 
����
 �'�
 �	
 ���
 ���!
 $�
 $�'�
 ��

taking care of people.”  

 Maj. Christopher Blacknall, chief 
of Resource Management for Mon-
crief, said that this course helps him 
brush up on his medical skills. 

“I’m not a medic, but I work in 
the hospital,” Blacknall said. “I don’t 
get to exercise my medical skills of-
ten so this  helped me remember and 
touch up on things about caring for 
patients.” 

As part of the training, Soldiers had to carry a casualty throughout the courses  to 
help build medical skills. Sgt. 1st Class Eric Eller and  Maj. Christopher Blacknall 
cross a bridge near Semmes Lake with their simulated casualty. 

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY



HONORS
Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees
DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE. Photos by OITHIP PICKERT, Public Affairs Office.

Staff Sgt.
Pearlie Love
Alpha Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Christopher Gonzalez

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Derek J. Dixon

HIGH BRM
Pfc. Scott Comer

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Dayton T. Clouse

Staff Sgt.
Javid Ali
Bravo Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Brian Montminy

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Jeremy Spears

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Kyle Hicks

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Solis Jose Polomo

Staff Sgt.
Chrystal Matthews
Charlie Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Charledger R. Bedoet

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Adrena May

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Austin Ney

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Noe L. Vera
          

Staff Sgt.
Jeffery Parish
Delta Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Jason Price

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Melissa Deltufo

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Daniel Stackle

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Zenish Neupane

Staff Sgt.
Corey Anderson
Foxtrot Company
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE 
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Alison Stymacher

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Dakota Ventresca

HIGH BRM
Pfc. Alison Stymacher

HIGH APFT
Spc. Kelly Szal
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Continued from Page 3

Cpl. Joseph DeCastro received the award 
during the Civil War for gallantry and hero-
ism during Pickett’s Charge at the Battle of 
Gettysburg where he attacked a color bearer 
of the 1st Virginia Infantry with the staff of 
the 19th Massachusetts Infantry and seizing 
the colors.

In World War I, Pvt. David Barkeley 
Cantu, received the MOH after drown-
ing during a scouting mission behind en-
emy lines Nov. 19, 1918. His citation read: 
“When information was desired as to the 
enemy’s position on the opposite side of the 
Meuse River, Pvt. Barkeley, with  another 
soldier, volunteered without hesitation and 
swam the river to reconnoiter the exact lo-
cation. He succeeded in reaching the oppo-
site bank, despite the evident determination 
of the enemy to prevent a crossing. Having 
obtained his information, he again entered 
the water for his return, but before his goal 
was reached, he was seized with cramps 
and drowned.”

During World War II many Hispanic-
Americans, such as Staff Sgt. Lucian Ad-
ams, would display extreme gallantry and 
be awarded America’s highest military hon-
or.  Adams received the award after he per-
sonally attacked German positions near St. 
Die, France on Oct. 28, 1944 with a Brown-
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which struck the trees over his head show-
ering him with broken twigs and branches.” 
Adams would personally killed nine Ger-
mans, eliminate three enemy machineguns, 
and clear a wooded area of German forces.

On May 21, 1951, near Munye-ri, Ko-
rea, Pvt. Joseph C. Rodriguez helped de-
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North Korean positions. According to the 
Center of Military History, “he “leaped to 
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slope, and, after lobbing grenades into the 
����
 ��;���
 $���
 �����
 ���'����!
 ��	

���'	�
���
���
��	%!
���	���
�	
�'�������

weapon with two grenades and continued 
his whirlwind assault to the top of the peak, 
wiping out two more foxholes and then, 
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into the remaining emplacement, destroy-
ing the gun and annihilating its crew. Sgt. 
Rodriguez’ intrepid actions exacted a toll 
of 15 enemy dead and, as a result of his 
incredible display of valor, the defense of 
the opposition was broken, and the enemy 

routed, and the strategic strongpoint se-
cured.”

In Vietnam, Hispanic American Sol-
diers fought bravely and even gave the ul-
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1st Sgt. Maximo Yabes. Yabes was killed 
while defending against a Viet Cong attack 
on Feb. 26, 1967 near Phu Hoa Dong. Dur-
ing that battle, Yabes helped wounded, and 
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launcher from a nearby bunker. Lastly, he 
“dashed across the exposed area, assaulted 
the machinegun, killed the crew, destroyed 
the weapon, and fell mortally wounded.” 

Fort Jackson’s Hispanic Heritage Month 
Luncheon will be held at 11:30 a.m. Sept. 
30 at the NCO Club on post. 

The time apart had made the brothers 
wiser. Both gave more weight to making 
decisions based on what they wanted indi-
vidually, not what they should do together 
simply because they were twins or had simi-
lar interests.

“I asked him, ‘Are you sure you want to 
join?’” Macario recalled. Moises’ collegiate 
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issues. “‘You don’t have to do it if you don’t 
want to,’ and he said he still wanted to do 
it.”

The Castillo twins joined the California 
Army National Guard roughly a week apart 
as water treatment specialists. They attended 
basic combat training at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina, and arrived at their advanced in-

dividual training in August. Macario is in 
his ninth week of the 12-week course while 
Moises is in his seventh.

FUTURE PLANS
After graduating from training, Moises 

plans to attend community college in Wash-
ington and pursue a degree in civil engineer-
ing at the University of Washington. He also 
wants to pursue a spot on the school’s box-
ing team. Macario also wants to pursue civil 
engineering, but has not decided upon a col-
lege. He plans to box as well.

Their plans seem to be essentially the 
same as they were before they joined the 
National Guard, but with one important dif-
ference -- they have come to terms with the 
realization that a lifetime of sharing cannot 
be undone with a few sudden decisions. It 
takes time, thought and an appreciation for 
history.

“It’s hard because since we were kids, 
we’ve been together,” Moises said. “Go-

ing to college will have a lot of responsi-
bilities we need to take care of, so we won’t 
be able to stay in touch like we used to. In 
high school, it was easy to just go home and 
talk about it. In college, you have to focus 
on passing and pursuing your own career.”

Macario said he is somewhat torn by the 
transition but deems it necessary.

“In a way I think it’s actually good but 
it’s kind of bad,” he said. “I realize you have 
to learn to let go and let the other person 
pursue his own life or else they can never 
pursue it as a person. It’s a big step forward 
in our lives.”

In starting their own lives and careers, 
the brothers still have much in common: 
They are National Guardsmen pursuing the 
same skill, the same college major and the 
same sport. In the latter, it is to their liking 
to one day face each other in the ring.

“Since we’re in the same weight class 
(lightweight), maybe we can eventually 
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Twins
Continued from Page 9

65th Infantry Division veterans Raul Maldonado Peña and Benjamin Pa-
gan Ayala in the nation’s capital prior to receiving the Congressional Gold 
Medal. They were among the Puerto Rican Soldiers who fought with the 
65th Infantry Regiment through America’s conflicts going back to World 
War II who were presented the medal in April.

Photo by C. TODD LOPEZ



Is your Family ready for flu season?
By RONALD WOLFE
Army Medicine

Are you preparing your family to be 
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WHAT’S NEW THIS FLU SEASON?
A few things are new this season:
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son.
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cines on the market this season.
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Source: Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention



Yard of the Month
Fort Jackson’s Yard of the Month grand prize winners for September are Sgt. 1st Class Joey Schuett 
and wife Melonie, center, pictured here with Col. James W. Ellerson Jr., left, and Garrison Command 
Sgt. Maj. John P. Drawbond. Also recognized this month were Melvin Crutchfield, Pierce Terrace 5, 
and Lt. Col. Michael Whitney and wife Laura, of Howie Village. This month’s winning Families close 
out the Yard of the Month Program for the spring and summer season. 

Courtesy photo

NEWS

AG Corps is accepting
award nominations

Nominations are now being accepted for 
the Adjutant General Corps Regimental Of-
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An MOI is attached which contains eligibility 
requirements and nomination procedures for 
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Living history
Jackson Boulevard has always been one of Fort Jackson’s busiest thoroughfares. Above, a photo contrasts 
traffic in 1941 to what the road looks like today. During World War II, Jackson Boulevard was unpaved and 
connected the much smaller installation to the city of Columbia at what is now Gate 1.

Photo by NICHOLAS SALCIDO
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“Establishing relationships with other 
emergency management agencies such 
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Flood
Continued from Page 4



A statue of Cpl. Freddie Stowers was dedicated Nov. 10, 2015 outside Anderson Univer-
sity’s Thrift Library in Anderson, S.C. Stowers’ military career began at Fort Jackson. In 
1991, he was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for his valor during World War I.

Photo courtesy of Anderson University

Seventy-three years after his death, Cpl. Fred-
die Stowers was awarded the Medal of Honor 
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African American to receive this honor for service 
during this war.

“It’s been said that the ultimate measure of a 
man is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort and con-
venience but where he stands 
at times of challenge,” said 
President George H.W. Bush 
at the posthumous presentation 
of the Medal of Honor in 1991. 
“On Sept. 28, 1918, Cpl. Fred-
die Stowers stood poised on the 
edge of such a challenge and 
summoned his mettle and his 
courage.”

Stowers’ military career 
began at Fort Jackson, where 
he joined the First Provisional 
Infantry Regiment (Colored) on 
Oct. 4, 1917. He was born and 
raised in Sandy Springs, South 
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World War I.

According to his Medal of Honor citation, on 
Sept. 28, 1918, while serving as squad leader of 

Company C, 371st Infantry Regiment, 93rd Divi-
sion, Stowers went above and beyond the call of 
duty when his company led the attack at Hill 188, 
Champagne Marne Sector, France.

Shortly after the attack began, the enemy 
came out of the trenches leading Stowers and his 

company to believe they were 
surrendering. However, soon 
after the American forces came 
out of their trenches, the enemy 
���'���
����

Stowers led his company to 
the enemy trench line to take 
out a machine gun post which 
was causing a majority of the 
casualties.

As Stowers and his men 
moved forward he was mortally 
wounded. He continued to go on 
with his company and encour-
aged his men to go forward 
without him. 

The members of Stowers’ 
squad pressed on, motivated by 

his heroism, they continued the attack; leading to 
the capture of Hill 188.

The Single Soldier Complex on Fort Jackson is 
named in his honor.

NEWS

Centennial profiles:

NEWS

Cpl. Freddie Stowers

This image of Cpl. Freddie 
Stowers was generated by 
Army forensics from photos of 
his mother and sisters.

Citizenship celebration
scheduled for Oct. 14

The Relocation Readiness Program will host a cel-
ebratory luncheon in honor of all Family members who 
have taken the Oath of Allegiance during the period of 
October 2015 – September 2016.  

The event will be held 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. Oct. 14 at 
the Chaplain Family Life Center, located behind Strom 
Thurmond Building. All Family members of our honor-
ees are invited to attend this special occasion.  

The process to become a U.S. citizen is extremely 
challenging and many military Family members have 
met and completed that challenge.  Program coordina-
tors want to celebrate this accomplishment, the time, de-
termination, and willingness to become a U.S. citizen. 
This is also an opportunity to meet other spouses from 
various countries.

If you plan to attend you must sign-up no later than 
Oct. 3.  For additional information contact Miranda 
Broadus at 751-1124, miranda.o.broadus.civ@mail.
mil or Patricia Guillory at 751-9770, patricia.a.guillory.
civ@mail.mil.

DES job openings

U.S. Army Installation Management Command,  Di-
rectorate of Emergency Services has vacancies in the Po-
lice/Provost Marshal Division in posts around the country. 
Positions for GS-0085-05 Security Guard, GS-0085-06 
Lead Security Guard, GS-0085-07 Supervisory Security 
Guard and GS-0085-09 Supervisory Security Guard are 
now available at Fort Jackson, Fort Irwin, California,  
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, Fort Knox, Kentucky, Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma and Fort Lee, Virginia.

Apply online at www.usajobs.gov.

Hall of Fame noms due Dec. 21
Nominations for the Adjutant General Corps Hall of 

Fame and Distinguished Member of the Regiment Class 
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tails on how to submit a nomination or get a nomination 
template visit https://www.milsuite.mil/book/docs/DOC-
308376.

HOF and DMOR selectees will be recognized at the 
AG Corps HOF and DMOR induction ceremony and 
National AG Ball, June 2, 2017. All HOF and DMOR 
inductees will also be recognized within the AG School’s 
Hall of Honor. Nominations are due Dec. 21. 

For more information contact Bob Ortiz at (803) 
751-8305 or via email at robert.ortiz-abreu.ctr@mail.
mil or Bill Villnow at  (803) 751-8368, or via email 
william.c.villnow.civ@mail.mil.

Become a 911 dispatch operator
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portuniy to Soldiers and veterans.
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Soldiers and veterans the training and mentoring they 
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telecommunicators. A free course is being offered Oct. 
3-20 to anyone interested in becoming a 911 emergency 
dispatch operator. The class takes place at 2611 Grant St., 
Columbia, SC, 29203.

For more information, contact �������		
��	������-
ers.org.
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for ET-MP, Army, Grenades & Demolitions Division, ET-MP 
�������	��
���
����
��	�
���	���
����
��	
��
�������
��
���

mission. Soldiers will not need to carry as many types of 
hand grenades.

“They are currently carrying one M67 grenade that pro-
vides lethal fragmentation effects. With the new multi-pur-
pose grenade, they can carry one ET-MP grenade and have 
the ability to choose either fragmentation or concussive ef-
fects desired for the situation,” Perciballi said.

Another feature is that the grenades are designed for am-
bidextrous use, meaning that they can be thrown with either 
hand. Current grenades require a different arming procedure 
for left-handed users.

“Not only will ET-MP provide additional capabilities and 
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thal grenade in the Army’s portfolio,” Perciballi added.

According to Matthew Hall, Grenades Tech Base Devel-
opment Lead, the request for a multi-purpose grenade came 
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mediately. The science and technology funding to move for-
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“We received direct input from the Army and Marine 
Corps early on, which was critical in ensuring the new arm-
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timing completely electronic, but the detonation train is also 
out-of-line,” Hall added. “Detonation time can now be nar-
rowed down into milliseconds, and until armed, the hand 
grenade will not be able to detonate.”

According to Hall, the current plan for ET-MP is to tran-
sition the new grenades to Project Manager Close Combat 
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cated at Picatinny Arsenal.
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Soldiers, Marines and engineers gather to evaluate various grenade body and arming designs.

‘I want to be a mechanic and I didn’t have the funds to go to school. I 
thought of the Army; my grandfather served.’ 
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Transformation
Thursday – Christopher Black, 

Kennesaw , Georgia


