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TODAY
Evening Storytime at the Library
6:30 - 7 p.m., Thomas Lee Hall 
Library. Visit the library for an 
evening of stories, songs and crafts. 
Suggested age is six and younger. For 
more information, call 751-5589. 

FRIDAY
Hispanic Heritage
Month Luncheon
11:30 a.m., NCO Club. The theme 
for this year’s event is “Embracing, 
Enriching and Enabling America” 
and includes a musical performance 
by the Palmetto Latin Orchestra. 
Command Sgt. Maj. Jorge Escobedo, 
NCO Academy commandant, is the 
guest speaker.

SATURDAY
Stomping Out Cancer 
5k Run/Walk 
8 a.m., Moncrief Army Hospital Park-
ing Lot. This event is to raise aware-
ness for breast cancer. Complimenta-
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TUESDAY
Steps to Federal Employment
for Military Spouses
9 a.m.-noon, Strom Thurmond Bldg., 
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to military spouses, but open to all 
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Barbara.l.martin10.civ@mail.mil.

Facebook Town Hall Meeting
Noon-1p.m. The community will 
have the opportunity to ask questions 
and receive feedback from U.S. Army 
Garrison directors and staff. Questions 
may be submitted to garrison directors 
and staff via Facebook or via email.  
Log on to Facebook, search for 
Fort Jackson, or type http://www.
fb.com/fortjackson. Email questions 
tousarmy. jackson.93-s ig-bde.
mbx.atzj-pao@mail.mil. Emailed 
questions will be accepted starting 
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call Chris Fletcher, 751-3615.

OCT. 14
University of South Carolina
Fort Jackson Open House
������ 
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Fort Jackson Education Center 
(4600 Strom Thurmond Blvd).  
The Fort Jackson community will 
have an opportunity to learn about 
the University of South Carolina’s 
on-post programs, ask questions 
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Assistance, meet with faculty, 
former and current students, enjoy 

refreshments and door prizes.  
Targeted to active duty and their 
spouses, DOD civilians, veterans, 
National Guardsmen and reservists.  
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8810, or email uscfortjackson@
sc.edu.

OCT. 18
Helping Hand Awards
4 p.m., Joe E. Mann Center. USAG 
and Fort Jackson will host the 4th 
QTR CG Helping Hand award 
presentation. Award nomination 
deadline is Friday. Hand carry 
nomination to Marilynn Bailey, 
WXYY��='��/�����4�$
���4�"��%��#�
106 or email Marilynn.s.Bailey.
civ@mail.mil. 
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Community   Calendar
SEND ALL

SUBMISSIONS TO

FJLeader@gmail.com

Deadline for events to be in-
cluded in the calendar or Happen-
ings is one week before publication. 
Include the time, date and place the 
event will occur, as well as other 
necessary information. 

If you submit an article on an 
event that already has taken place, 
please send it as soon as possible. 
Tuesday is the last day we will 
we be able to accept an article for 
publication the following Thursday. 
Include the date and place of the 
event, as well as a description of 
what took place. Please include 
quotations, if possible.  With any 
photo you submit, include IDs — 
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Questions? Call 751-7045.  
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The display of purple ribbons conveys the 
message that there’s no place for domestic vi-
olence in our community. October is Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month.  SEE PAGE 3.

By Demetria MosleyBy DemetB De



By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

Cultivating and building healthy loving relation-
ships is the key to putting a stop to domestic vio-
lence.

About 20 people per minute in the United States are 
abused by an intimate partner, according to the Na-
tional Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV). 
Domestic Violence includes  physical violence, sex-
ual violence, psychological violence and emotional 
abuse. 

October kicks off Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. This year’s theme is Speak up: 
Be a part of the Solution! In order to 
take action against Domestic Violence 
we must speak out and up against it. 

To help with nourishing healthy 
relationships,which eventually helps 
with eliminating domestic violent situ-
ations, Fort Jackson’s Family Advoca-
cy programs holds a healthy relation-
����� ��	��� 
�
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��	� ��� ��
�
month. 

“This is really the important thing,” 
said Kamala Henley, Family Advocacy 
Program victim advocate at Fort Jack-
son. “ Having healthy relationships is 
what’s going to help people stay out of 
bad relationships.”   

The class discusses open commu-
���	�������	������������������
����
����
independence and respect and how to 
recognize and grow healthy relation-
ships,

“Although we offer this class, no one ever really 
shows up,” said Henley. 

The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
lists these warning signs of unhealthy relationships:

� Telling the victim that they can never do any-
thing right

� Accusing the victim of cheating
� Keeping or discouraging the victim from seeing 

friends or family members

� Embarrassing or shaming the victim with put-
downs

� Controlling every penny spent in the household
� Taking the victim’s money or refusing to give 

them money for expenses
� Looking at or acting in ways that scare the per-

son they are abusing
� Controlling who the victim sees, where they go, 

or what they do
� Dictating how the victim dresses, wears their 

hair, etc.
� Stalking the victim or monitoring their victim’s 

every move (in person or also via the 
internet and/or other devices such as 
GPS tracking or the victim’s phone)

� Preventing the victim from mak-
ing their own decisions

� Threatening to hurt or kill the 
victim’s friends, loved ones, or pets

� Intimidating the victim with guns, 
knives, or other weapons

� Pressuring the victim to have 
sex when they don’t want to or to do 
things sexually they are not comfort-
able with

� Preventing the victim from work-
ing or attending school, harassing 
the victim at either, keeping their vic-
tim up all night so they perform badly 
at their job or in school

� Destroying the victim’s property
NCADV reports that on a typical 

day there are more than 20,000 phone 
calls placed to domestic violence ho-

tlines nationwide. 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men have 
been victims of some form of physical violence by an 
intimate partner within their lifetime.

On Oct. 24, Fort Jackson will hold a Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month luncheon from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the NCO Club. Guest speaker Dale Wells will 
talk about his story surviving an abusive relationship. 
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call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-
�""#��$$�%&'�*+����5#677#�6�#$����%��9+;

NEWS

The U.S. Army supports the Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month observance to 
bring attention to an issue that undermines 
the Army Values. Domestic violence has 
the potential to end careers – and even 
lives. 

Throughout October, Fort Jackson will 
be working to promote awareness, en-
courage reporting, provide safety for vic-
tims, encourage all members of the Army 
community to look out for one another, 
and ensure treatment is provided and ad-
ministrative action taken when needed.

Oct. 4
Silent Witness
11 a.m. until noon at the S.C. State-

house. A silent ceremony will take place 
on the statehouse grounds in memory of 
victims of domestic violence.

Oct. 4
Purple Up
Fort Jackson residents and employees 

are encouraged to wear purple in support 
of domestic violence awareness. 

Oct. 4
Gate campaign
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

literature will be distributed to morning 
drivers entering Gate 2.

Oct. 8
Mayor’s Domestic Violence
Awareness Walk
8-11 a.m. at Finley Park in downtown 

Columbia. The event is free.

Oct. 11
Outreach
Domestic violence outreach programs 

will be established at various locations on 
post from 10 a.m. until noon, including 
the commissary, the Exchange and Mon-
crief Army Health Clinic.

Oct. 22
Annual Bike-a-Thon
10 a.m.–1 p.m., at the Solomon Center. 

October events 
highlight domestic 

violence awareness

Domestic
violence
hurts
everyone ...
Take a stand in October

Although we offer this 
class, no one ever 
really shows up.

— Kamala Henley
Family Advocacy Program 

victim advocate

“

”



A Bible story
The Rev. Carl Fisher, of Charlotte, N.C., tells the story about how a German-language Bible, featuring 
the signatures of 17 Nazi defendants of the Nuremberg War Crime Trials, became part of his family. The 
Fisher’s donated that Bible to the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps Museum. 

Photo by STEPHEN HOOVER

By STEPHEN HOOVER
U.S. Army Chaplain Center and School

The family of a former U.S. Army chaplain, who while sta-
tioned in Germany was presented with a German-language New 
Testament featuring the names of 17 Nazi defendants of the 
Nuremberg War Crime Trials, donated that Bible to the Chap-
lain Corps Museum during a Sept. 19 ceremony at Fort Jackson.

Following the end of World War II, Chap. (then Capt.) Roy L. 
Fisher, a Lutheran minister from North Carolina, was stationed 
in Bayreuth, Germany, with the 120th Station Hospital. Fisher 
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German language Scriptures for the 24 Nazi prisoners.

According to the Frederick Grossmith book, “The Cross and 
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had been assigned to be the chaplain for those 24 men. Included 
in the group was Hermann Göring, commander-in-chief of the 
Luftwaffe and, at one time, Adolph Hitler’s hand-picked suc-
cessor. The tribunal also prosecuted Rudolph Hess, the deputy 
Führer until 1941, and Albert Speer, Hitler’s war minister. In the 
end, 21 of the men stood trial.
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Testaments, Gerecke had 17 of the defendants sign one, which 
he presented to Fisher.

Fisher died in 1975, and the Nuremberg Bible was passed 
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recently that the USACHCS Museum was the best place for the 
historic New Testament to be displayed.

In thanking the Fisher’s for donating the Bible, where it will 
be added to a museum display entitled “Chaplain Ministry at the 
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Marcia McManus, the Chaplain Corps Museum director, en-
sured the detailed coordination with the Army’s Center for Mili-
tary History and the Fisher family, enabling USACHCS to take 
possession of the artifact.

NEWS

Fort Jackson
Movie Schedule
3319 Jackson Blvd. Phone: 751-7488

FRIDAY
Mechanic Resurrection (R) 7 p.m.

SATURDAY
Hands of Stone (R)  1 p.m. 
Mechanic Resurrection (R) 5 p.m. 

SUNDAY
Hands of Stone (R)   1 p.m. 
Mechanic Resurrection (R) 7 p.m. 

TICKETS
Adult: $6
Child (6 to 11): $4   

3-D TICKETS
Adult: $8      Child (6 to 11): $6  
                                                                                                            
� Ticket sales open 30 minutes before 
each movie.

� Movie times and schedule are subject to 
change without notice. 

WWW.SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM

Fort Jackson
Gate Operation Hours

GATE 1

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 2

��Open around the clock daily.

GATE 4

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 5

��Open 5-10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and out-
bound traffic.
��Closed 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
��Reopened 4-6 p.m. for out-
bound traffic only. 

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.

Bible signed by Nuremberg defendants 
donated to Chaplain Corps Museum

See BIBLE: Page 16





Commissary expands deli department

Moncrief rolls out outpatient survey system
By NICK SPINELLI
Moncrief Army Health Clinic

Patients at Moncrief Army Health Clinic 
can now report their experiences and sat-
isfaction with their health care in a new 
survey. This outpatient survey program, 
launched by the Army June 20, is called 
the Joint Outpatient Experience Survey, or 
JOES. This survey is standardized across all 
services, and will enable the Department of 
Health Affairs to get an accurate picture of 
the state of military health care.

Approximately 72 hours after an ap-
pointment, a patient will receive a survey 
to complete and should respond within a 
month by mail or electronically. The survey 
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health care providers and Moncrief lead-
ership the feedback necessary to improve 
quality of care, patient experience and sat-
isfaction. Moncrief takes all comments and 
ratings seriously, and the surveys will be 
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According to Dr. Melissa Gliner, the 
JOES program lead for the U.S. Army 
Medical Command, “Patient satisfaction 
is everyone’s responsibility within Army 
Medicine. JOES provides direct feedback to 
medical treatment facilities in order to im-
prove the support and care provided to their 
patients.”

Providing feedback helps Moncrief fos-
ter a partnership between patients and their 
primary care managers that enables Mon-
crief to continually improve and achieve ex-
cellent health care and patient satisfaction. 

JOES surveys are now active, and being 
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Citizenship event 
set for Oct. 14

The Relocation Readiness Pro-
gram will host a celebratory luncheon 
in honor of all Family members who 
have taken the Oath of Allegiance dur-
ing the period of October 2015 – Sep-
tember 2016.  

The event will be held 11:30 a.m.–1 
p.m. Oct. 14 at the Chaplain Family 
Life Center, located behind the Strom 
Thurmond Building. All Family mem-
bers of our honorees are invited to at-
tend this special occasion.  
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up no later than Oct. 3.  For additional 
information contact Miranda Broadus 
at 751-1124, miranda.o.broadus.civ@
mail.mil or Patricia Guillory at 751-
9770, patricia.a.guillory.civ@mail.
mil.

DES job openings
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ment Command,  Directorate of Emer-
gency Services has vacancies in the Po-
lice/Provost Marshal Division in posts 
around the country. Positions for GS-
0085-05 Security Guard, GS-0085-06 
Lead Security Guard, GS-0085-07 
Supervisory Security Guard and GS-
0085-09 Supervisory Security Guard 
are now available at Fort Jackson, Fort 
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Kansas, Fort Knox, Kentucky, Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma and Fort Lee, Virginia.

Apply online at www.usajobs.gov.

By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader
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precautions to make sure she balanced 
the slices of meat in her hand while 
at the same time avoiding accidently 
bumping into a co-worker. 
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Jackson’s commissary was housed in 
a scanty dim corner. During its busy 
hours, employees resembled sardines 
in a can as they scurried around in the 
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other person to not bumped into them,” 
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ry about that.” 

Fort Jackson’s commissary opened 
its new deli Sept. 20. With the wide open 
space it now provides, Stanley doesn’t 
have to dance; she could do cartwheels 
if she really wanted too. 

“The old deli was too small for the 
demand we were getting,” said store 

director of the commissary Bernard El-
����"���������������������#�'��������-
cient and up to date now.”  

The deli, now located in the front of 
the store, offers some new features like 
serving hot food, a breakfast menu, a full 
service bakery and additional line food 
items. Customers have the opportunity 
to purchase party trays, promotional 
cakes and now even rotisserie chicken. 

Ashley Virgie and Jill Brockavish, 
the district mangers of the commissaries 
in Virginia, came down to assist South 
Carolina District Manager Holly Tom-
linson with the deli’s opening.

So far, customers have given positive 
feedback about the new location. 

“This space is outstanding and a lot 
more open and friendlier,” said Jerry 
Brinson, the mayor of Pierce Terrace. 

Employee Gabriella Douangdara 
agrees with him. 
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a lot brighter and bigger in here.” Gabriella Douangdara prepares salads in the new location of Fort Jack-

son’s commissary deli which opened Sept. 20. 

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY



Surviving family members
honored with ‘Gold Star’ day

Gold Star Mothers and families release gold balloons with the names of their fallen loved ones Sept. 24 at the Governor’s Mansion Complex in Columbia, 
S.C. during the 2016 Gold Star Mothers and Families Day. Gold Star Mothers and Families Day has been held the last Sunday of September since 1936.

Photos by ROBERT TIMMONS

By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

When President Barack Obama proclaimed Sept. 25, 
2016 as Gold Star Mothers and Families Day, he wrote “less 
than one percent of our Nation wear the uniform, but all of 
us have an obligation to acknowledge the losses endured 
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absence of their loved ones with our profound gratitude.” 

Fort Jackson and the South Carolina National Guard 
honored those families from across the Palmetto State with 
a solemn event at the Lace House in the S.C. Governor’s 
Mansion Complex Sept. 24.
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cally mothers,” said Leslie Smith, Fort Jackson’s Survivor 
Outreach Services coordinator. “This event is held nation-
ally so we can show honor to our family members.” 

The event has taken place on the last Sunday of Sep-
tember since June 23, 1936, when the 74th U.S. Congress 
designated the day in honor of Gold Star Mothers. The day 
was expanded to include families since the loss of a loved 
one impacts the whole family. 

The term “Gold Star” began during World War I when 
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schools and churches with a gold star for each loved one 
lost in military service. 

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, in a state proclama-
tion said, “By assisting veterans and Gold Star families, 
fostering patriotism and continued service and promoting 
peace and good will throughout the world, Gold Star moth-
ers inspire us with deep devotion to family and country.” 

Smith said it’s important for these families to know the 
Army hasn’t forgotten about them.

“It’s easy to do that as we go daily on and say, ‘That’s 
behind us,’” Smith said. “But what we don’t want our fami-
lies to think is that we forgot about them. They are Service 
members who have served this country and we should con-
tinue to honor them at all costs.

“We owe them that honor, we owe them that respect. 
They deserve to be remembered for the simple fact that 
their son or daughter or husband lost their life serving our 
country.”

While the South Carolina Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. 
Robert Livingston was unable to attend the event, his wife, 
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stantly on their minds.
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said. “I can’t tell you how much you mean to me and my 
husband.

“I think of you when I look up at the stars. I think of you 
as I go about the day. I think of all military and the great 
things they’ve done for our country.”

For Lt. Col. Kenneth Snow, with the South Carolina 
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cause two Soldiers under his command were killed in Af-
ghanistan. He spoke to the families about how the losses 
of Staff Sgt. James Bullard and Spc. David Leimbach pro-
foundly affected his life.

See FAMILIES: Page 22
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Spc. Brandon Koehler, a trumpeter with the 
282nd Army Band’s Brass Quintet plays prior 
to the start of the 2016 Gold Star Mothers and 
Families Day at the S.C. Governor’s Mansion 
Complex in Columbia, Sept. 24.



Moncrief to host 
Breast Cancer 
Awareness 5K

By NICK SPINNELI
Moncrief Army Health Clinic

Moncrief Army Health Clinic will host a 
Breast Cancer Awareness 5K Walk/Run at 8 
a.m. Saturday in the Moncrief Parking Lot.

“We’re using the route near the museum, 
traveling up Jackson Boulevard,” said Maj. 
Gerald Bracete, from Moncrief Preventive 
Medicine.  “It will be a very scenic run.”

According to Bracete, the purpose of the 
event is to bring awareness not just to the 
disease but to the importance of preventive 
screenings.

“People for the most part are aware of 
breast cancer in that they know it exists; but 
for some reason people are still hesitant to 
get screenings when they are needed,” he 
said.  “Early detection saves lives.”

In addition to the run, the event will also 
include testimonials by breast cancer survi-
vors as well as a mini-health fair.

“We will have subject matter experts on 
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ciaries including topics such as Performance 
Triad, pharmacy, HEDIS, radiology, and 
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able after the run,” Bracete said.

To participate in the Breast Cancer 
Awareness 5k, sign up at www.jackson.
armymwr.com/us/jackson or call 803-751-
5200. Late registration will be held on site 
from 6:30 to 7:45 a.m.

Fitness Studio
to be renovated
From FMWR

In order to provide the very best expe-
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the Solomon Center will be completely ren-
ovated Oct. 3, 2016 - Jan. 3, 2017.  All group 
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ness centers during the renovation.

As planned, classes will return to the 
Fitness Studio in the Solomon Center once 
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����� ��� ��#����"� � ��
���
check “The Leader,” our MWR and com-
#$����� �
��'
���� 
�'� ���� ������� ��	�
���
at http://jackson.armymwr.com/us/jackson/
��������	
����� ����
���������
��� ��
-
tions.  For more information or questions 
call Pam Long at 751-3700.

NEWS

Do it in Pink 
Participants in Fort Jackson’s fourth annual Do it in Pink aerobathon show up in pink clothes, ready to raise 
awareness for breast cancer Sept. 24 at the Solomon Center. The Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
event drew 50-65 men, women and children of all ages who showed their support for the cause.

Photos by EARL JONES/FMWR

Army News Service

Uniform sleeves can now be rolled ei-
�����������
#�$}
��� �
����� �������$���'�-
pending on the preference of commanders 
down to the company level.

In addition to the new guidance on roll-
ing sleeves of the Army Combat Uniform in 
�
����������##
�'�������������'��
������
authorize Soldiers to cuff ACU sleeves ei-
���������������
#�$}
����
������������$�"

The changes are effective immediately, 
according to a memorandum signed Sept. 
27 by Lt. Gen. James C. McConville, the 
Army’s deputy chief of staff, G-1.

For the past three months, sleeves had 
���	�����'�����$���'�����������
#�$}
���
facing out. The new guidance gives com-
#
�'����#����}���	����"

“These changes enhance individual 
��
'������
�'�#��
��
�'���������
����}��-
ibility to commanders in determining the 
needs of their Soldiers in performance of 

their mission,” said Lt. Col. Jerry Pionk, 
spokesman for the Army G-1.

The original G-1 memorandum autho-
rizing Soldiers to roll ACU sleeves with 
camo facing out was issued June 28 of this 
year. Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Milley 
decided on the uniform change, following 
requests from Soldiers throughout the force 
made through Sgt. Maj. of the Army Dan-
iel Dailey. The decision followed a month-
long trial with Soldiers at Fort Hood, Texas, 
rolling their ACU sleeves.

Until then, sleeves had not been rolled 
since the Battle Dress Uniforms or BDUs 
were phased out almost a decade ago.

*��� �$�'
���� ��� ������ 
�'� �$�����
ACU sleeves pertains to those of the Uni-
����
�Y
#�$}
����
�����������Y���)���
-
����
�Y
#�$}
����
�������!�����
��)Y���
and the Operation Enduring Freedom Pat-
tern. 

The decision on how to roll or cuff 
sleeves can be made by company com-

manders of the Army National Guard and 
Army Reserve as well as the active compo-
nent. During a battalion, brigade or higher 
formation, the most senior commander will 
decide how the uniform will be worn, ac-
cording to the guidance.

Sleeves can only be rolled in garrison, 

�'�'��������������� �����
#�$}
��������-
posed or rolled inside out, the sleeves must 
be rolled neatly above the elbow, but no 
more than three inches above the elbow. 
Sleeves of the Army Aircrew Combat Uni-
form, or A2CU, will not be rolled under any 
circumstances, the guidance states.

($�������'���
��������������'�����'��
commanders may authorize Soldiers to cuff 
their ACU sleeves one or two times, either 
inside or out. 

The changes are an exception to Depart-
ment of the Army Pamphlet 670-1, Guide 
to the Wear and Appearance of Army Uni-
forms and Insignia, until a new pamphlet is 
issued.

W�#�����$��������$�'
���������������$�����������



Post breaks ground
for new youth court

From left: Project manager Brad Gunther, facility director James Andrews, Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation Director Daniel Ahern, Garrison 
Command Sgt. Maj. John P. Drawbond, Garrison Commander Col. James Ellerson, a Fort Jackson youth and Mr. Scott Nahrwold, deputy Garrison 
commander toss the first shovel loads of dirt during the groundbreaking ceremony of a new youth multipurpose sports court at the Fort Jackson 
Youth Services Sports Complex Sept. 23.

Photos by ROBERT TIMMONS

By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

Fort Jackson youth will soon have another place 
to play as the post broke ground Sept. 23 on a new 
Youth Multipurpose Sports Court at the Youth Servic-
es Sports Complex on post.

“This shows our commitment,” to the youths of 
Fort Jackson, said Col. James W. Ellerson, command-
������������������
��������	���������
�'������������
��
�����'�����������
'�����'���������������������"��W�'�
how important it is for the post to support the youth 
���;����~
�!���"�&������
��
	�$����$�
"�W��������'�
things you are doing, and our continued support of you 
all as a whole.” 

~
#���W�'������'�����������������$�������������
-
cility, said those children are “the super kids in our 
community.” 

*���#$���$��������$����
��	�������$��'�����	
�-
ketball, volleyball and badminton, and double as a vol-
leyball court as well. It is scheduled to be completed in 
December, said Brad Gunther, the project manager for 
the court’s construction.

It will take that long because trees have to be re-
moved, land cleared, and concrete poured.

The process to remove the 50 or so trees around the 
site of the court began Monday.

W�������$�������������������
'������#$�������K��'
���
before we can put the top coating on it,” Gunther add-
ed. 

When the project is complete the court will have 
fencing, lighting and bleachers; and end a project 
which began nearly two years ago.

“This is a great addition to the sports complex and 
be used by a lot of children,” Gunther added.  The gym 
inside the complex, “stays really busy every day.”

NEWS

Command Sgt. Maj. John P. Drawbond, holds a con-
struction helmet, moments before participating in the 
groundbreaking ceremony.
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‘I became a soldier ...’ 3RD BATTALION,
39TH INFANTRY REGIMENT 

PVT. AMSI ORTIZ, 18
Fort Pierce, Florida

PFC. CALLI E. SWEETLAND, 22
Kalamazoo, Michigan

“I joined to better myself and 
serve my country.”

The best part of training was 
“learning what it takes to be 
a great Soldier and getting in 
shape.”

I am a “42A – Human Resource Specialist 
because I am majoring in that in college.”

My Family “is proud of me and my decision” to 
join.

“I hope to retire from the Army and make it my 
career.”

SPC. DORIA R. HASTINGS, 29
Puyallup, Washington

“I joined the Army because I 
wanted to give back to my com-
munity and country. I have been 
blessed with many opportuni-
ties and privileges because I 
am an American and I want to 
repay that. It is also setting a good example for 
future generations.”

“I have enjoyed the challenge of basic training. 
It has pushed me way out of my comfort zone, but 
also proven to me that I can do way more than I 
thought possible.”

SGT. ERIC PORTER, 39
Charleston, South Carolina

 I joined the Army “to serve the 
people of South Carolina and the 
��	
����
�
������	������������
in the S.C. National Guard.”

“Getting to know how the Army 
������������

	������	�������
��
was what I liked about basic training.

���������!��"�#������%���	��
����������
��
&����������������&������	
����&��������������
mine for many years.”

“My Family is very supportive. I could not have 
done this without their help.”

PVT. JERRY B. WIGGINS, 18
Portsmouth, Virginia

“I joined the Army because 
I wanted to make a differ-
ence in the world, as well as a 
positive difference on myself. 
I knew school wasn’t for me, 
but I’d need education to 
move forward in life. I knew the Army would help to 
discipline me as well as push me to always better 
myself.”

“Meeting people of all different types, and all 
coming together for the same purpose,” has been 
interesting. “I’ve made all types of different battle 
buddies.”
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PVT. ALEXA TUCKWELL
Houston

“I joined the Army for the expe-
rience and to make something out 
of myself after high school.”

“The training, such as (physical 

��	�	��'������	*�����������+��
been very fun.”

“My MOS is 92R – Parachute Rigger. I picked my 
MOS because it is stepping out of my comfort zone 
with being airborne.”

“My Family is very supportive about my enlistment.”
����������������
��&����	������	���������	����������

in the Army and also getting to explore different parts 
of the world throughout my career.”
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�
child to do something out of my 
������
�/�����3���������
�����
�
female in my Family who joined 
the military.”

“The discipline, respect and 
bonding between drill sergeants and Soldiers 
made basic training a good experience.”

I am a “12N – Horizontal Construction Engineer. 
I picked it because I’m familiar with it and it takes 
patience to continue with my MOS.”

“My Family is nothing but proud of me. My 
father tells me, ‘You are braver than I ever will be.” 



Commissary serves case lot sale
By DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

Todd Dakers drags a steel plat-
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Peggy Fenger waits in line with coupons during Fort Jackson’s Commissary bian-
nual case lot sale, which ended Sept. 24.

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY
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By VERAN HILL
Fort Jackson Public Affairs

 It was not the typical day of training for Sgt. 1st Class Andrew 
Williams, the senior drill sergeant leader from the 2nd platoon of the 
United States Army Drill Sergeant Academy. Williams, three drill ser-
geant leaders, and 10 drill sergeant candidates served as judges for the 
~$�����%�������)������*�
������Y�����{��
����̂ �'
�'��(���
�'�%�}��
Competition hosted at W.J. Keenan High School on Sept. 25. 

Before the judges were given the rules of the competition, they 
����� ����#�'� 	�� ������'� ^
�����
Sgt. John Roberts, Keenan High’s 
W�#��~%)*Y� �����$�����
�'�
'������
in charge of drill events.         

“It’s critical that the drill sergeant 
and candidates assist with this event,” 
Roberts said. “We have relations be-
tween the schools, the community 

�'�����W�#�"�*���'��������
��������
mentor and guide the young men and 
women who may in the future join the 
military.”  

����� ����� �
�� ���� ����� ��#�� ��
��
many of the DSCs had served as judg-
es, they had a few questions about 
the scoring sheet but were eager and 
ready to evaluate the various drill 
events.

*�����
��4��"�����Y
���=�		�����-
������������#���$'�����
�~%)*Y�'���
��#����������	$������
������'������
��
drill meets correlate with the duties he will have as a drill sergeant.

�*����]'�����#��������_����������������$���#��
�'���$������|�������
�
�'"��*��������������'���
�'�����#���"�*
!������
��&�����
���'�
��
the academy and applying it here will enable me to judge and to cri-
tique new and upcoming Soldiers.” 

IN FOCUS

Soldiers mentor high school 
students at JROTC competition

The things they are 
doing today are the 

same things they will 
have to teach basic 

training Soldiers.

— Sgt. 1st Class 
Duane Austin,

drill sergeant leader

“

”

Not your usual

DRILL

See DRILL: Page 15

Photos by VERAN HILL

Sgt. Matthew Rainier, a drill sergeant candidate at the U.S. Army 
Drill Sergeant Academy, grades a Junior ROTC drill team during the 
Greater Midlands Drill and Rifle Competition hosted at W.J. Keenan 
High School on Sept. 25.

Staff Sgt. Gilbert Landtiser, a drill sergeant candidate at the U.S. Army Drill Sergeant Academy, watches a Junior ROTC drill team march during the 
Greater Midlands Drill and Rifle Competition hosted at W.J. Keenan High School on Sept. 25. Drill sergeant candidates and drill sergeant leaders from 
USADSA graded the cadets at the event. 



NEWS
‘Suicide
affect
everyone’

‘Suicide affects more 
than just the person 
who commits it,’ said 
A.J. Franklin, Suicide 
Prevention Program 
manager for the 81st 
Regional Support Com-
mand during suicide 
prevention training 
Sept. 26. To help visu-
ally display the indirect 
and direct impact of 
suicide, Franklin had 
some participants from 
the audience come up 
and place their hands 
on him. ‘Suicide affects 
everyone,’ he said.  

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY
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Army making ‘tough choices’ about resources
By C. TODD LOPEZ
Army News Service
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Drill
Continued from Page 13

Sgt. 1st Class Eddie Gonzalez Jr., a drill sergeant candidate at the U.S. Army Drill Sergeant Acad-
emy inspects a Junior ROTC drill team as they try to “dress right dress” Greater Midlands Drill 
and Rifle Competition hosted at W.J. Keenan High School on Sept. 25.

Photo by VERAN HILL
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The donated Bible features the signatures of 17 Nazi defendants of the Nuremberg War Crime Trials, including Her-
mann Göring, commander-in-chief of the Luftwaffe and, at one time, Adolph Hitler’s hand-picked successor; Rudolph 
Hess, the deputy Führer until 1941, when he became a British prisoner of war, and Albert Speer, Hitler’s war minister. 

Photo by STEPHEN HOOVER

Bible
Continued from Page 4

During his remarks, Carl Fisher provided 
��#��	
�!���$�'���������������
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Bible.

“When I was young, somewhere around 
10 years old, we were listening to Hitler on 
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ler a Bible,’” he said.
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chaplain and eventually be assigned near the 
War Crime Trials, in Nuremberg.

Fisher concluded his remarks by reading 

��$�������#������
�����]����'����{����#������
book).

“On their return to Bayreuth. Fisher told 
�
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guess I did the next best thing.’”
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The Chaplain Corps Museum displays the 
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cy since its inception July 29, 1775, through 
the present day. The museum is located at 
the U.S. Army Chaplain Center and School, 
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The U.S. Army Chaplain Center and 
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Army Chaplains and Chaplain Assistants. 
The mission is to train Unit Ministry Teams 
– Chaplains and Chaplain Assistants – in 
�
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�
Service Members and their Families, as well 

�������������������������$���$������
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gious accommodation.

... I didn’t get there 
in time for Hitler, but I 
guess I did the next 

best thing.

— Carl Fisher
Charlotte, N.C.

“

”



HONORS
Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees
DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE. Photos by OITHIP PICKERT, Public Affairs Office.

Sgt. 1st Class
Christopher Robinson
Alpha Company
3rd Battalion,
39th Infantry Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Adrian Vigil

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Jonathan Beck

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Saul Estevez

HIGH APFT
Pfc. Jamie Newberry

Sgt.
Lauren Connelly
Charlie Company
3rd Battalion,
39th Infantry Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Jordyn Stearns

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Chase Elerick

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Jordyn Stearns

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Kylan Michael

Staff Sgt.
Krystal Perryman
Delta Company
3rd Battalion,
39th Infantry Regiment 

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Sarah Hassan

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Doria Hastings

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Haley Shelby

HIGH APFT
Pvt. Christopher Sanchez
          

Staff Sgt.
Tanja Smith
Echo Company
3rd Battalion,
39th Infantry Regiment

HONOR GRADUATE
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Maria Vaughan

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Che Edmunds

HIGH BRM
Pvt. Nicholas Herring

HIGH APFT
Pfc. Maria Vaughan

Child Safety Awareness
Initial Training

Open to active duty, retired service personnel, 
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��� 
�'� �$
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This two hour initial training workshop provides 
information on how to recognize, identify and 
report child abuse. It is a requirement for law en-
forcement, legal, chaplains, CYSS employees/
volunteers, teachers and other installation person-
nel whose employment requires contact with chil-
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Healthy Relationships

Open to active duty, retired service personnel, 
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Healthy Relationships is an interactive discussion-
based class, designed to encourage positive, emo-
tionally healthy relationships. Topics discussed will 
���$'���������##$���
������'�
������������}�����
self-esteem, roles of independence and respect and 
how to recognize, grow and maintain healthy rela-
tionships. Your relationship with intimate partners, 
;
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attend the Healthy Relationships class. The class 
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FAMILY ADVOCACY PROGRAMS 
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September retirees
The monthly retirement ceremony was held Aug. 31 at the post theater to recognize the service of 11 members.  September’s retirees are: Maj. Cas-
sius M. McRae, USARCENT, Shaw Air Force Base;   Chaplain (Maj.) Nils Juarez Palma, USACHCS, Fort Jackson; Maj. Anjeliqua McNair, USAMEDDAC, 
Fort Jackson; CW3 Corey Sullivan, 406th AFSB;  Chaplain (Capt.) Jose L. Serrano, 1/61 IN BN, Fort Jackson;  1st Sgt. Aaron D. Smith, 193rd Infantry 
Brigade, Fort Jackson; Master Sgt. Theresa Y. Jones, Soldier Support Institute, Fort Jackson; Master Sgt.  Taj L. Russell, ATC, Fort Jackson; Master Sgt.  
Fred L. Hernandez, USAG, Fort Jackson;  Sgt. 1st Class John E. Sanders, USADSA, Fort Jackson; and Staff Sgt. Terry J. Huling, Jr., STB, Fort Jackson.

Photo by DAVID SHANES





The Soldiers were “typical of the dedication to their 
families, to the country and our way of life.”

Each Gold Star mother present had a yellow corsage 
�����'�������#��������
#����������������
������}�����
during the event that included music by the 282nd Army 
Band’s Brass Quintet, and releasing of gold balloons.

“A lot of memories came back of my husband,” Gold 
Star family member Sheila Lemons said after receiving a 
corsage and releasing a gold balloon into the bright Caro-
lina afternoon.

 “I think it’s very special and very touching that this day 
is dedicated to” Gold Star families. 

Fort Jackson and the SCNG work every day to help sur-
viving family members.

Fort Jackson holds a “Run for the Fallen” each year that 
has Soldiers running for those “who have also served,” and 
���� {�'� 4�
�� ^������� ������ ��������
�� �
����'� ��� ����
family members,” Smith said.

“Our program primarily does in the long term what ca-
sualty assistance does,” Smith said. “Once a casualty as-
����
������������
��������'�������	��4)4����
������'������
��
client.”

Survivor Outreach Services not only holds events to 
�������$���������
#���#�#	������������������
���
��$�-
port, and bereavement counseling and help surviving chil-
dren get the entitlements they deserve.

Capt. Tracey Martin, the Survivor Outreach Services branch chief for the South Carolina National 
Guard, pins a corsage on a Gold Star Mother during the 2016 Gold Star Mothers and Families Day 
at the S.C. Governor’s Mansion Complex in Columbia, S.C., Sept. 24.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS
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Star
Continued from Page 7

NCOs inducted
Five Soldiers joined the ranks of a professional noncommissioned officer corps on Sept. 15 at 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment. Pictured, 
from left, are: Sgt. Quinton Williams,  HQ/Alpha Co.; Sgt.  Jeffrey Malone, HQ/Alpha Co.; Sgt. Derek Lee, HQ/Alpha Co.; Sgt.  Jamar King,  Echo 
Co. and Sgt.  Tonay Allen, Delta Co.

Courtesy photo
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Road warriors
Top, almost 30 motorcyclists get ready to depart 
Fort Jackson early Friday morning for the Victory 
Armed Forces Ride, an event designed to promote 
safety and camaraderie among the joint Armed 
Forces. Left, 1st Sgt. Andre Green, from Headquar-
ters & Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Train-
ing Center,  leads riders in a discussion about the 
day’s route, which later added additional motor-
cyclists from Shaw Air Force Base and McEntire 
Joint National Guard Base along the 86-mile trip. 
By the end of the ride, the total number of riders 
rose to almost 100 motorcyclists.

Photos by WALLACE McBRIDE


